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WELCOME! 
 

Welcome to Prince of Peace Lutheran Church. We pray that the time spent here in God’s 

house helps you to appreciate how dearly God loves you! He invested the life blood of his 

one and only Son into your salvation and offers the blessings of that sacrifice to us through 

Word and Sacrament! May God bless our worship today! 

 
 

THEME FOR TODAY 
 

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This message is the essence of the light 

Jesus shines into the world. God tells us that there is nowhere else that we will learn what 

we need to know about him and about ourselves except from him. On our own, we are 

simply in darkness. God speaks of the light that will be for the whole world so that all will 

know the one true God. This light is his Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth. 
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711 Jesus Calls Us o’er the Tumult CW 711 

 

Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession           CW 155 

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Almighty and merciful Father,  
        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 
    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  
    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  
    We have done those things that we should not have done,  
        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  
    Have mercy on us, Lord!  
        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  
        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 
 
 Silence for meditation and reflection 
 
God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 
Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and 
freed us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 

 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  
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Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 

Glory Be to God CW 157 
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The Word 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Almighty God, you sent your Son to proclaim your kingdom and teach with authority. 

Anoint us with the power of your Spirit that we too may bring good news to the afflicted, 

bind up the brokenhearted, and proclaim liberty to the captive; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 
Be seated 

First Reading Isaiah 8:19—9:4 

Man cannot find his way through the darkness of the world except by inquiring of God. No spirit, no man, no other 
message brings light to those living in darkness. To the law and to the testimony! There you find the Word, the great 
light for those living in darkness. 

 19When someone tells you to consult mediums and spiritists, who whisper and mutter, 

should not a people inquire of their God? Why consult the dead on behalf of the living? 
20Consult God’s instruction and the testimony of warning. If anyone does not speak 

according to this word, they have no light of dawn. 21Distressed and hungry, they will 

roam through the land; when they are famished, they will become enraged and, looking 

upward, will curse their king and their God. 22Then they will look toward the earth and 

see only distress and darkness and fearful gloom, and they will be thrust into utter 

darkness. 

 1Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past 

he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor 

Galilee of the nations, by the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan— 

2The people walking in darkness 

 have seen a great light; 

on those living in the land of deep darkness 

 a light has dawned. 
3You have enlarged the nation 

 and increased their joy; 

they rejoice before you 

 as people rejoice at the harvest, 
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as warriors rejoice 

 when dividing the plunder. 
4For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, 

 you have shattered 

the yoke that burdens them, 

 the bar across their shoulders, 

 the rod of their oppressor. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

27A The LORD Is My Light Psalm 27A 

Second Reading 1 John 2:3–11 

How can we be certain that we know God? John says, “Obey his commands.” The gnostic heretics that John 
combatted had little regard for laws and sin and the commands of God. They felt they knew God well enough without 
worrying about acts of obedience. John tells us that contrary to their opinion, such people do not know God. There 
are still places of deep darkness, but that is not the place to find God’s children. They will be found walking in the 
light and shining their own light on the darkness around them by living in love for God and brother and sister. 

 3We know that we have come to know him if we keep his commands. 4Whoever says, “I 

know him,” but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in that 

person. 5But if anyone obeys his word, love for God is truly made complete in them. This 

is how we know we are in him: 6Whoever claims to live in him must live as Jesus did. 

 7Dear friends, I am not writing you a new command but an old one, which you have 

had since the beginning. This old command is the message you have heard. 8Yet I am 

writing you a new command; its truth is seen in him and in you, because the darkness is 

passing and the true light is already shining. 

 9Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates a brother or sister is still in the 

darkness. 10Anyone who loves their brother and sister lives in the light, and there is 

nothing in them to make them stumble. 11But anyone who hates a brother or sister is in 

the darkness and walks around in the darkness. They do not know where they are going, 

because the darkness has blinded them. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 
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Gospel Acclamation Isaiah 9:2 

 
  

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light;  

on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned. 
  

Refrain 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708875 

Gospel Matthew 4:12–23 

Fulfilling Isaiah’s prophecy, the bulk of Christ’s ministry took place in Galilee of the Gentiles which had been so 
oppressed. Galileans were the first to see the light of God’s day breaking over the world. From that time on, Jesus 
began to preach, and we hear the first public words of Jesus Christ: Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.  

 12When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he withdrew to Galilee. 13Leaving 

Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area of Zebulun 

and Naphtali— 14to fulfill what was said through the prophet Isaiah: 

15“Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, 

 the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan, 

 Galilee of the Gentiles— 
16the people living in darkness 

 have seen a great light; 

on those living in the land of the shadow of death 

 a light has dawned.” 

 17From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 

come near.” 

 18As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called 

Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were 

fishermen. 19“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” 
20At once they left their nets and followed him. 

 21Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother 

John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called 

them, 22and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. 

 23Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good 

news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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Be seated 

 

381 The People Who in Darkness Walked CW 381 

 

Sermon                          Only Jesus Can Break the Darkness Isaiah 8:19-9:4 

 
Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

  

Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder the good news that you forgive our sins in 

Christ. Lead us to see clearly the path you have laid out for us. 

Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we have heard today. 

  

Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your Word. Fill them with a 

love like yours as they proclaim your grace to us and all people. 

Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they serve. 

  

Guard and guide the families of our congregation. Lead husbands and wives to love each 

other with commitment, respect, and patience. Help parents to grasp the eternal value of 

keeping their children close to Jesus all their lives. Grant joy to those who are single, and 

make them a blessing to others. 

Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give us pure hearts and minds. 

  

Provide wisdom and insight to those who make laws and set policies. Give us respect for 

those who protect us from crime. Lead us to value the rights of our fellow citizens and to 

defend those who cannot defend themselves. 

Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may be proclaimed to 

all. 

  

Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. Overcome 

unbelief, and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the good news that Jesus 

has forgiven their sins and opened the gates of heaven. 

Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in you. 

  

Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in body or mind. [Pour out 

your special blessing on . . . here name the person and the cause of the petition.] Give 

patience and compassion to all who care for the sick and dying. 

Lift the eyes of the distressed to your love in Christ. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 

  

Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love all people. Hear our prayers, 

spoken and silent, and answer them in your wisdom and grace. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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Offering 

630 Thy Strong Word CW 630 

 
Stand 

 

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear 

them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your 

holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

704 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus CW 704 

 



11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acknowledgments 

Setting One from Christian Worship 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright 

© 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. 

  



12 

 

THE WEEK AHEAD            

WEDNESDAY   10:15  am   Bible Class 
  6:00  pm   Bible Class 

FRIDAY   8:00  am   Men’s Breakfast Bible Study @Cracker Barrel 

SUNDAY    9:15  am   Bible Class & Sunday School 
 10:30  am   Worship w/Lord’s Supper 

 

CHANCEL FLOWERS   
 

Christen Deines has provided the chancel flowers today to thank God for the 
blessings of congregational life and to offer her praises to God as she celebrates 
her birthday. Thank you Christen, for reminding all of us to never take one 
another for granted but to thank God for our Prince of Peace family of 
believers regularly. And, may God grant Christen a Happy Birthday! 
 
 
 

PASTOR VACATION 
 

Pastor returns Tuesday evening, January 31. If you need anything before that time, please 
contact one of the Elders. 
 
 
 

SUPER BOWL PARTY (February 12) 
 

 Mark your calendar for this fellowship event at 6:30 pm.  Please see the 
sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the hallway for bringing food and 
helping out!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


