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WELCOME! 
 

Welcome to Prince of Peace Lutheran Church. May God bless your worship today! If you are 
visiting with us for the first time, please take a moment to fill out one of the information cards 
found in the pews next to the hymnals. You can either place the completed card in the offering 
plate or give it to the usher when being ushered out at the end of the service.  We look forward to 
getting to know you better in order to serve you fully with God's word! 
 
 

WORSHIP THEME 
 

In most world religions, the alleged foundational event was experienced by only one person. A self-
proclaimed prophet would allege he alone had some special encounter with God. The resurrection 
reality is different. In the great resurrection chapter, 1 Corinthians 15, the Apostle Paul writes an 
entire paragraph listing all the people to whom Jesus appeared after he rose, including a group of 
over five hundred at one time. He appeared to the Twelve a number of times. The women who 
followed him were the first to see him.  The proof of Jesus’ resurrection brought peace and strength 
to those early believers. They knew there was more to their existence than just their time on earth. 
They knew the reality that eternal life was theirs, a gift from their living Lord. It gave them 
incredible joy and courage. May the resurrection reality give us the same. 
 
 

THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

Scripture teaches us that in the Lord’s Supper:  
- The body and blood of Christ are really present with the bread and the wine. 

(Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 11:27)  
- Jesus gives true forgiveness, not just a symbol, to each recipient. (Matthew 26:28)  
- We are united as one body of believers because we all partake the one body and blood 

of Christ. “Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the 
blood of Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ? 
Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all share the one loaf. 
(1 Corinthians 10:16-17) 

 

For these reasons we ask that, if you are not a part of a WELS (Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod) or ELS (Evangelical Lutheran Synod) church that publicly confesses to believe these 
same scriptural truths, you speak with our pastor before you take the Sacrament. We do not 
wish to judge your faith, but want to make sure that we are in agreement before publicly 
declaring that we share a common faith. 
 

We are careful about the way we celebrate the Lord’s Supper because we want to humbly accept 
this gift the way God intended.   

about:blank
about:blank
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449 This Joyful Eastertide CW 449 

 

Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession CW 154 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 

Glory Be to God on High CW 157 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 

 

The Word 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your word of 

peace. Come to us also by Word and sacrament, and banish our fears with the comforting 

assurance of your abiding presence; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
Be seated 

 

First Reading Acts 18:1–11 
 

The promised presence of the living Lord gave Paul the courage to keep on speaking the gospel, even when Paul was 
facing harsh persecution. 
 

 1After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2There he met a Jew named Aquila, a 

native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because 

Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see them, 3and because he was 

a tentmaker as they were, he stayed and worked with them. 4Every Sabbath he reasoned 

in the synagogue, trying to persuade Jews and Greeks. 

 5When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself exclusively to 

preaching, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Messiah. 6But when they opposed Paul 

and became abusive, he shook out his clothes in protest and said to them, “Your blood be 

on your own heads! I am innocent of it. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.” 

 7Then Paul left the synagogue and went next door to the house of Titius Justus, a 

worshiper of God. 8Crispus, the synagogue leader, and his entire household believed in 

the Lord; and many of the Corinthians who heard Paul believed and were baptized. 

 9One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do 

not be silent. 10For I am with you, and no one is going to attack and harm you, because I 

have many people in this city.” 11So Paul stayed in Corinth for a year and a half, teaching 

them the word of God. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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16A My Heart, Therefore, Is Glad Psalm 16A 

 

Second Reading 1 John 1:1–4 
 

St. John reminds us that there were witnesses who saw and touched Jesus raised from the dead. This resurrection 
serves as proof that eternal life is ours. 
 

 1That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with 

our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim 

concerning the Word of life. 2The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we 

proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 3We 

proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with 

us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4We write this to 

make our joy complete. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation John 20:29 

 
  

Blessed are those who have not seen  

and yet have believed. 

  

Refrain 

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708875 

 

Gospel John 20:19–31 
 

The risen Savior offers proof and peace to his disciples. 
 

 19On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with 

the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and 

said, “Peace be with you!” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The 

disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 
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 21Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 
22And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive 

anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

 24Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples 

when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” 

 But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where 

the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 

 26A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. 

Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 

with you!” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your 

hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” 

 28Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 

 29Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those 

who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

 30Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 

recorded in this book. 31But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
Be seated 

 

456 O Sons and Daughters of the King CW 456 

 

Sermon                                       It’s Not Blind Faith John 20:19–31 

 

Stand 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the Virgin Mary, and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 
his kingdom will have no end.  

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 

Be seated 

Prayer of the Church 

Offering 
Our offerings are freely given as a response to God’s gracious outpouring of love upon us.  

The Sacrament 
Please be sure to see the note on page 2 of this bulletin regarding our communion practice according to 
God's Word. 

 
Stand 

 

Preface CW 165 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who by 

his willing sacrifice on the cross took away the sins of the world and by his glorious 

resurrection restored everlasting life. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of 

heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be 

our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all 

things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy 

Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on 

the cross and released from eternal death all who believe in you. 

  

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 

together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 

strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we 

glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169 
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Be seated 

 

Distribution 

Distribution Hymn 
830 We Walk by Faith CW 830 

Stand 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 
 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray 

that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

511 Crown Him with Many Crowns CW 511 sts. 1–3 
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THE WEEK AHEAD            

WEDNESDAY  10:15  am   Bible Class 
 6:00  pm   Bible Class 

SUNDAY   9:15  am   Bible Class & Sunday School 
10:30  am   Worship 

 
 
 

CHANCEL FLOWERS     
 

Chris and Vanessa Deines are celebrating their 26th wedding 
anniversary. They purchased the chancel flowers today to give 
thanks to God for the blessings they have enjoyed all these years. 
We join them to give thanks to God for guiding them each day 
with God’s grace and goodness. We thank God for guiding them 
to build their home on Jesus Christ and to live each day as his 
redeemed children. May God continue to bless this couple and 
fill their lives with joy as they continue to serve one another out 
of reverence for Christ who served them first. 

 
 
 

Operating Offerings     Attendance             Mortgage Progress 

3/28 -3/31/24 $    4,368.00         3/28/24   27 3/28-3/31/24 $       215.00   

Month to Date 
 

YTD 

$  17,163.00 
 

$  60,401.00  

       

      3/29/24   48 

Month to Date 
 

YTD 

$    3,075.00    
 

$    6,995.00  

Budget YTD $  50,213.00        3/31/24 116 Budget YTD $    8,601.00 

2023 YTD $  53,996.00      2023 YTD $    9,940.00 
 

Weekly needs March Operating Offering                              $   3,863.00 
Monthly Mortgage Payment                                                 $   2,867.00 

 


