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WELCOME!

Welcome to Prince of Peace Lutheran Church. We pray that the time spent here in God’s
house helps you to appreciate how dearly God loves you! He invested the life blood of his
one and only Son into your salvation and offers the blessings of that sacrifice to us through
Word and Sacrament! May God bless our worship today!

THEME FOR TODAY

Imagine someone you love is near death. Their only hope of survival is a risky brain surgery,
one so complicated only one surgeon in the state will attempt it. The surgery is scheduled.
But as that doctor drives to the hospital, he is killed in a car accident. Any hope you had
for your loved one’s survival died along with that surgeon. That is how Jesus’ disciples felt
after his death. “We hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel,” they said
(Luke 24:19). Their hope for a better life died along with Jesus. They had let their personal
wants and expectations cloud their view of Scripture which said that the Messiah’s death
and resurrection were actually the source of all hope! So, the living Lord appeared to his
disciples. He explained. He opened their minds to the truth of God’s Word. And in doing
so, he restored their hope. There is little worse than a feeling of hopelessness. Christ’s
disciples have victory over that feeling. He died, but he is dead no longer. The one who can
heal us and give us life to the full lives! He lives to restore our hope.
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449 This Joyful Eastertide CW 449

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the 4 Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession CW 154
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ,
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.



For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.

Glory Be to God on High CW 157
o | | [ | | — !

@3 — oo o e o g

Glorybeto God on high, and onearth peace, good will toward men.

[a)
)7 A I\ |
M b N J— 1 | P
[ £ W ] | Fq
oo — i’_d_i—‘—
)]
We praise you, we bless you, we wor - ship you, we glorify you,
A ﬂ
) A I —1 i | |
> o—————®* 4 = o —
DS r < In *

we give thanks to you, for your great glory, O Lord God, heav’n-ly King,
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The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

O God, by the humiliation of your Son, you lifted up this fallen world from the despair of
death. By his resurrection to life, grant your faithful people gladness of heart and the
hope of eternal joys; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Acts 2:14d,32-41
The message of Christ crucified and Christ risen gives the certain hope of forgiveness to sinners.

“Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd:

32God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it. 33Exalted to the right
hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured
out what you now see and hear. 34For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said,

““The Lord said to my Lord:
“Sit at my right hand
35suntil I make your enemies

”»

a footstool for your feet.

36“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you
crucified, both Lord and Messiah.”

37When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the
other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”

38Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ
for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39The
promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord
our God will call.”

4°With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves
from this corrupt generation.” #Those who accepted his message were baptized, and
about three thousand were added to their number that day.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



116A | Will Lift Up the Cup of Salvation Psalm 116A

Second Reading 1Peter 1:17-21

Our hope is to one day join our Savior in the glory of heaven. Until that day, we live in this world as strangers who
are focused on going to our true home.

7Since you call on a Father who judges each person’s work impartially, live out your
time as foreigners here in reverent fear. ®For you know that it was not with perishable
things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed
down to you from your ancestors, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without
blemish or defect. 2*°He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in
these last times for your sake. *Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the
dead and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in God.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Stand
Gospel Acclamation Luke 24:32
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Were not our hearts burning within us
while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?

Refrain
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Gospel Luke 24:13-35

For two disciples Jesus explained that all the Scriptures showed that the Christ had to die and rise. Jesus restored
their hope.

BNow that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven
miles from Jerusalem. “They were talking with each other about everything that had
happened. 5As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came
up and walked along with them; ®but they were kept from recognizing him.

7He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?”

They stood still, their faces downcast. ®One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are
you the only one visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened
there in these days?”

9“What things?” he asked.

“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed
before God and all the people. >°The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be
sentenced to death, and they crucified him; ?but we had hoped that he was the one who
was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place.
22[n addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning
Bbut didn’t find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels,
who said he was alive. 24Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just
as the women had said, but they did not see Jesus.”

>He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets
have spoken! 2°Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?”
27And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in
all the Scriptures concerning himself.

28As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued on as if he
were going farther. 29But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening;
the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them.

3°When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began
to give it to them. 3'Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he
disappeared from their sight. 3*They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning
within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?”

3They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and
those with them, assembled together 34and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has
appeared to Simon.” 35Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus
was recognized by them when he broke the bread.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated



510 In Christ Alone CW 510

Sermon Your Hope is in God 1 Peter 1:17-21

Stand

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated

Prayer of the Church

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place.

Almighty and merciful God, we rejoice in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Increase our
faith that the message of the empty tomb may fill our lives and make us glad each day.
When we are weak, be our strength; when we are sad, be our song; and when we
sin, be our salvation.



Remove the hurt of death from all who mourn. In moments of grief call believers through
the voice of our Good Shepherd and embolden us to follow his promises. In their
hopelessness of despair turn the faithless to trust in the only Way, Truth, and Life.

Wipe away tears born of death and give new birth to a living hope in the hearts of
the lost and troubled. Use our witness as compassion and comfort for others in
need of mercy.

King of kings and Lord of lords, destroy all dominion, authority, and power that stands
against you, whether seen or unseen. Whatever evil exerts itself against your saving will--
false teaching or lukewarm faith, Satan’s lies or worldly pleasures, empty worship or futile
religion—rule it for the sake of the gospel’s free course.

Triumph over our enemies and empower the Church to fight the good fight to the
end. Never leave us or forsake us.

Walk among our churches, O Living One, as the faithful witness and firstborn from the
dead. As your angel sent women with news of the risen Christ, call women in our church
to announce, “He is risen!” As you sent your disciples with the breath of the Spirit, call
those in our church full of the Spirit and wisdom to administer the keys of the kingdom.
Wherever we live and whatever we do, help us to be prepared to give an answer to
everyone who asks us to give the reason for the hope that we have in Christ.

Heavenly Father keep the baptized united with your Son in his resurrection. Put to death
the fleshly urges of those caught in addictions, clothe in your righteousness anyone
ashamed of good intentions which have fallen short, and assure those searching for
purpose that their eternal identity as your dear children is sealed.

Thank you for the power of baptism working in our lives, and for the certainty of
its promises through the resurrection. Enrich us with everything we need for life
and godliness.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer
O Lord of life, you have done mighty things for us! We pray through him who is the

Beginning and the End, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
His name is above every name, to the glory of God the Father! Amen.

Offering



446 Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense CW 446

Stand

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do.
Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be
strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and - give you peace.
Amen.

455 Alleluia! Jesus Lives CW 455
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THE WEEK AHEAD
MONDAY- Pastor @ Super Circuit Meeting in Birmingham, AL
TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY 1015 am Bible Class
6:00 pm Bible Class
SUNDAY 9:15 am Sunday School & Bible Class
10:30 am  Worship

FLOWERS

Flowers today are purchased by Walter Gifford in remembrance of his &
wife of 60 years, Emily, who passed away seven years ago and is now with , r’f« Y
Jesus. She is dearly missed by Walter, daughters Barbara Smith and Jane - @4’7

Johnston, and sons Douglas and Daniel Gifford.

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS

If you would like a LARGE PRINT bulletin, including the hymns, please speak with Pastor,
Ann or Terry Wendt.

MEDITATIONS

_ The new meditations booklets are here. They may be found on the table by
: the entryway in the narthex. Remember we are no longer placing booklets in
*’ b the mailboxes, if you would like one, please take one from the table.

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

The Prince of Peace Women’s Bible Study group meets Saturday, May 6, 2023. The study
will be looking at the last three of the six pieces of armor God has given believers to defend
themselves. The good news is that God has equipped us with his very own armor to help
us, his children, fight against the devil and his evil schemes.

Operating Offerings Attendance Mortgage Progress
4/16/23 $ 3,184.00 4/16/23 $ 315.00
Month to Date | $ 12,173.00 Month to Date $  4,160.00
YTD $ 66,079.00 4/16/23 6o YTD $ 14,100.00
Budget YTD $ 59,674.00 Budget YTD $ 10,322.00
2022 YTD $ 59,240.00 2022 YTD $ 12,557.00
Weekly needs April Operating Offering $ 3,786.00
Monthly Mortgage Payment $ 2,867.00
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