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WELCOME! 
 

Welcome to Prince of Peace Lutheran Church. We pray that the time spent here in God’s 
house helps you to appreciate how dearly God loves you! May God bless our worship today! 
If you are visiting with us for the first time, please take a moment to fill out one of the 
information cards found in the pews next to the hymnals. We look forward to getting to 
know you better in order to serve you fully with God's word! 
 

THEME FOR TODAY 
 

Our world is obsessed with fairness. Workers strike for fair wages. Employers and schools 
are expected to offer fair opportunities. Lawmakers try to dictate fairness for all people. 
The reality is that most of the time life’s not fair (who hasn’t heard that one before?) That 
doesn’t stop us from longing for fairness. Some of that is probably due to the fact that it’s 
not so much fairness that we’re concerned about, but getting what we think we deserve. 
That same attitude invades our spiritual thinking too. If God were fair to us though, and 
gave us what we deserved, we would not be too happy about it. That’s not how God treats 
us though: instead of fairness we get mercy, thank God!  

about:blank
about:blank
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844 What God Ordains Is Always Good CW 844 

Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 

Glory to God in the Highest 
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Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer 
Tune: © 2002 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708875 
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The Word 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
  

Lord God, you call us to work in your kingdom and promise to reward us according to 

your grace. Help us to rid our minds of worldly expectations and rejoice that you freely 

pour out the blessings of salvation to all people; through the merits of Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Be seated 
 

First Reading                Jonah 3:10—4:11 
 

After preaching a message of repentance to the city of Nineveh, Jonah was upset that God was mericiful. 
 

 10When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he relented 

and did not bring on them the destruction he had threatened. 

 1But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he became angry. 2He prayed to the LORD, 

“Isn’t this what I said, LORD, when I was still at home? That is what I tried to forestall by 

fleeing to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger 

and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity. 3Now, LORD, take away 

my life, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 

 4But the LORD replied, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 

 5Jonah had gone out and sat down at a place east of the city. There he made himself a 

shelter, sat in its shade and waited to see what would happen to the city. 6Then the LORD 

God provided a leafy plant and made it grow up over Jonah to give shade for his head to 

ease his discomfort, and Jonah was very happy about the plant. 7But at dawn the next day 

God provided a worm, which chewed the plant so that it withered. 8When the sun rose, 

God provided a scorching east wind, and the sun blazed on Jonah’s head so that he grew 

faint. He wanted to die, and said, “It would be better for me to die than to live.” 

 9But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?” 

 “It is,” he said. “And I’m so angry I wish I were dead.” 

 10But the LORD said, “You have been concerned about this plant, though you did not 

tend it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight. 11And should I not 

have concern for the great city of Nineveh, in which there are more than a hundred and 

twenty thousand people who cannot tell their right hand from their left—and also many 

animals?” 
  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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115A Not to Us, O LORD Psalm 115A 

 

Second Reading                Romans 9:6–16 
 

Eternal salvation is not based on works or bloodline, but rather on the mercy of God alone. 
 

 6It is not as though God’s word had failed. For not all who are descended from Israel are 

Israel. 7Nor because they are his descendants are they all Abraham’s children. On the 

contrary, “It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” 8In other words, it is 

not the children by physical descent who are God’s children, but it is the children of the 

promise who are regarded as Abraham’s offspring. 9For this was how the promise was 

stated: “At the appointed time I will return, and Sarah will have a son.” 

 10Not only that, but Rebekah’s children were conceived at the same time by our father 

Isaac. 11Yet, before the twins were born or had done anything good or bad—in order that 

God’s purpose in election might stand: 12not by works but by him who calls—she was told, 

“The older will serve the younger.” 13Just as it is written: “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.” 

 14What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at all! 15For he says to Moses, 

“I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, 

 and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” 

16It does not, therefore, depend on human desire or effort, but on God’s mercy. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation Ephesians 2:8 

 
  

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith— 

and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God. 

  

Refrain 

Tune: © 2002, 2021 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708875 



8 

 

Gospel                Matthew 20:1–16 

 

In a parable Jesus explains that God’s ways may not align with the human concept of fairness, but his ways are 
exceedingly merciful. 
 

 1“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to 

hire workers for his vineyard. 2He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent 

them into his vineyard. 

 3“About nine in the morning he went out and saw others standing in the marketplace 

doing nothing. 4He told them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay you 

whatever is right.’ 5So they went. 

  “He went out again about noon and about three in the afternoon and did the same 

thing. 6About five in the afternoon he went out and found still others standing around. 

He asked them, ‘Why have you been standing here all day long doing nothing?’ 

 7“ ‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered. 

  “He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’ 

 8“When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the workers 

and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.’ 

 9“The workers who were hired about five in the afternoon came and each received a 

denarius. 10So when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more. But 

each one of them also received a denarius. 11When they received it, they began to grumble 

against the landowner. 12‘These who were hired last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and 

you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the work and the heat of 

the day.’ 

 13“But he answered one of them, ‘I am not being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t you agree 

to work for a denarius? 14Take your pay and go. I want to give the one who was hired last 

the same as I gave you. 15Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own money? Or 

are you envious because I am generous?’ 

 16“So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
Be seated 

 

558 Salvation unto Us Has Come CW 558 (vs 1-6) 

 

Sermon                     Be Thankful for a Compassionate God Jonah 3:10—4:11 

 
Stand 
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Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

  

Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us and the globe on which 

we live. You control all things through your Son, who sits at your right hand in glory. 

Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence. 

  

Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. Clear away our confusion, and 

demolish our doubts. Send your Spirit to strengthen both our confidence in your 

promises and our desire to live according to your will. 

Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day by your grace. 

  

The signs of the times warn us that the end of time is near. Protect us from scoffers who 

sneer at your truth. Spare us and Christians around the world from all forms of hate and 

persecution.    

Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and joy. 
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Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as they prepare for future days. 

Help them distinguish between what is passing and what is eternal, between instant 

thrills and lasting joy. Encourage more young people to prepare for service in the public 

ministry of the gospel. 

Mold us and move us to be good examples for our youth.    

  

Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical or emotional pain and all 

who are afflicted by disease or facing death. [Especially bless . . . here name the person and 

the cause of the petition.] Pour out your compassion on the grieving, and comfort the 

mourners who miss someone they loved. 

Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we can. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 

  

Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and answer us. Give us 

patience to accept your blessings in whatever way you send them. In your love and 

wisdom, prepare us for the day when you will take us to be with you forever. 

Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

 

Offering 

 

581 Lord, ’Tis Not That I Did Choose You CW 581 

 

Stand 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. 

Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be 

strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

575 By Grace I’m Saved CW 575 
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THE WEEK AHEAD            

WEDNESDAY  10:15  am   Bible Class 
 6:00  pm   Bible Class 

THURSDAY  6:00  pm   Council Meeting 

FRIDAY  7:00  pm   Bunco!!! 

SATURDAY  8:30  am   Work day 

SUNDAY   9:15  am   Bible Class & Sunday School 
10:30  am   Worship w/Lord’s Supper 

 

CHANCEL FLOWERS     
 

Jeanne & Barbara Thomas purchased the chancel flowers today for the occasion of their 
sister, Sally’s birthday – and in loving memory of their father Pete’s birthday as well. 
May God reassure you always that birthdays come and go but the life we live has no end 
through faith in Jesus Christ. Enjoy living your life to his glory and praise!  
 

CHOIR 
 

We need your voice!  If you are interested in singing with the choir, please meet in the church 
(briefly) after the service today, or speak to Barbara Thomas. 
 

BUNCO 
 

Please join us for Bunco on Friday, September 29th, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
fellowship hall.  Come one, come all for a night of fun and fellowship—no 
experience required! A sign-up sheet  is on the bulletin board across from 
Pastor’s office. 
 

WORK DAY 
 

Mark your calendar for Saturday September 30th at 8:30 am..  There will be plenty to do. Many hands 
make light work! Work includes  

 cleaning windows, pews, and woodwork;  

 Mop/sweep under the pews;  

 remove cobwebs inside (and outside)  

 Sanitize (flu season is upon us!)  

 Spread mulch in the playground,  

 Remove bushes near Pastor’s office  &  Clearing the retention pond 
 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 

Saturday, October 7th, 2023, at 10:00 AM come join your sisters in Christ as we learn more about 
Eve, how God showed his grace to her, and discuss how God’s grace to Eve flows into our lives as 

Christian women living in the 21st Century. BRING A FRIEND! 
 

Operating Offerings           Attendance             Mortgage Progress 

9/17/23 $     3,954.00                9/17/23  $          315.00 

Month to Date 
 

YTD 

$     10,718.00 
 

$   142,171.00 

 
9/17/23 

  
57 

Month to Date 
 

YTD 

 $         945.00 
 

 $    27,280.00 

Budget YTD $  143,445.00   Budget YTD  $    25,087.00 

2022 YTD $   131,305.00            2022 YTD  $    32,556.00 
 

Weekly needs September Operating Offering                    $         3,880.00 
Monthly Mortgage Payment                                                      $        2,867.00 

 

https://creoleindc.typepad.com/rantings_of_a_creole_prin/2014/07/saturday-mornings-cleaning-time.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/

