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WELCOME! 
 

Welcome to Prince of Peace Lutheran Church. We pray that the time spent here in God’s 
house helps you to appreciate how dearly God loves you! He invested the life blood of his 
one and only Son into your salvation and offers the blessings of that sacrifice to us through 
Word and Sacrament! May God bless our worship today! 
 
 

THEME FOR TODAY 
 

The Old Testament sacrificial system demonstrated both God’s holiness and his mercy. 
God is holy, so when there was sin, there had to be punishment. Blood had to be shed. But 
God is merciful, so it wasn’t the sinner’s blood, but the blood of a substitutionary sacrifice. 
Throughout the Old Testament almost every time God describes the type of sacrifices he 
would accept, he includes the phrase “without defect or blemish.” Sacrificial animals could 
not be sickly or deformed but were to be ideal specimens in the prime of their life. This was 
to illustrate an important truth of our salvation. Only someone who is perfectly sinless can 
save a sinner. A mother cannot pay for her daughter’s sin, for that mother is not “without 
defect or blemish.” That mother has sin of her own. Salvation requires a perfect savior. 
Though Jesus faced endless temptation, “He did not sin.” Jesus lived a perfect life. 
Therefore, he is the only person who didn’t deserve to die. Yet, today Jesus dies on a cross. 
“He was pierced for our transgressions,” Scripture says. Note the singular “he” and the 
plural “our.” If Jesus were just a perfect man, his sacrifice would only have been enough to 
pay for the sins of one sinful man. But Jesus is more than a perfect man. He is the perfect 
Son of God. That is divine blood pooling at the foot of the cross. That makes his death 
valuable enough to pay for the sins of the entire world. Jesus looked at a world full of 
sinners. He saw that we needed mercy. He fulfilled our greatest need by becoming the 
perfect sacrifice. 
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Good Friday 
 

422 A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth CW 422 

 
Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession CW 154 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 

The Word 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

God Most Holy, look with mercy on this, your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was 

willing to be betrayed, be given over into the hands of the wicked, and suffer death upon 

the cross. Keep us always faithful to him, our only Savior, who now lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 
Be seated 
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First Reading Isaiah 52:13—53:12 

Christ suffered and died for only one reason. He dared to pick up our transgressions and carry our iniquities. 

13See, my servant will act wisely; 

 he will be raised and lifted up and highly exalted. 
14Just as there were many who were appalled at him— 

 his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any human being 

 and his form marred beyond human likeness— 
15so he will sprinkle many nations, 

 and kings will shut their mouths because of him. 

For what they were not told, they will see, 

 and what they have not heard, they will understand. 

1Who has believed our message 

 and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 
2He grew up before him like a tender shoot, 

 and like a root out of dry ground. 

He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, 

 nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 
3He was despised and rejected by mankind, 

 a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. 

Like one from whom people hide their faces 

 he was despised, and we held him in low esteem. 

4Surely he took up our pain 

 and bore our suffering, 

yet we considered him punished by God, 

 stricken by him, and afflicted. 
5But he was pierced for our transgressions, 

 he was crushed for our iniquities; 

the punishment that brought us peace was on him, 

 and by his wounds we are healed. 
6We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 

 each of us has turned to our own way; 

and the LORD has laid on him 

 the iniquity of us all. 

7He was oppressed and afflicted, 

 yet he did not open his mouth; 

he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, 

 and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, 

 so he did not open his mouth. 
8By oppression and judgment he was taken away. 

 Yet who of his generation protested? 

For he was cut off from the land of the living; 
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 for the transgression of my people he was punished. 
9He was assigned a grave with the wicked, 

 and with the rich in his death, 

though he had done no violence, 

 nor was any deceit in his mouth. 

10Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, 

 and though the LORD makes his life an offering for sin, 

he will see his offspring and prolong his days, 

 and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand. 
11After he has suffered, 

 he will see the light of life and be satisfied; 

by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, 

 and he will bear their iniquities. 
12Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, 

 and he will divide the spoils with the strong, 

because he poured out his life unto death, 

 and was numbered with the transgressors. 

For he bore the sin of many, 

 and made intercession for the transgressors. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

22A O Sacred Head, Now Wounded Psalm 22A 

Second Reading Hebrews 4:14–16; 5:7–9 

Jesus is the perfect priest who offered up the perfect sacrifice so that we might now approach God’s throne with 

confidence. 

 14Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the 

Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15For we do not have a high priest 

who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted 

in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. 16Let us then approach God’s throne of 

grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time 

of need. 

 7During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with fervent 

cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of 

his reverent submission. 8Son though he was, he learned obedience from what he suffered 
9and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 

 

Gospel John 19:17–30 

The intimate and personal nature of Jesus' saving love for all is on display as he cares for his mother by providing 

for her future while on the cross. 

 17Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is 

called Golgotha). 18There they crucified him, and with him two others—one on each side 

and Jesus in the middle. 

 19Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE 

KING OF THE JEWS. 20Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was 

crucified was near the city, and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek. 21The 

chief priests of the Jews protested to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that 

this man claimed to be king of the Jews.” 

 22Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.” 

 23When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four 

shares, one for each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was 

seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom. 

 24“Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.” 

 This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled that said, 

“They divided my clothes among them 

 and cast lots for my garment.” 

So this is what the soldiers did. 

 25Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, 

and Mary Magdalene. 26When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he 

loved standing nearby, he said to her, “Woman, here is your son,” 27and to the disciple, 

“Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home. 

 28Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture would be 

fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” 29A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a 

sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. 
30When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his 

head and gave up his spirit. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
Be seated 
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434 Upon the Cross Extended CW 434 

 

Sermon               Salvation is Finished by our Great High Priest Hebrews 4:14–16; 5:7–9 

 

Stand 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Offering 

 
Stand 
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Prayer of the Church 

Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to liberate us from sin and death 
by his obedient death on the cross. 

We confess that without your love we are lost. 

Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the gospel. By your Spirit, keep our 
eyes fixed on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith. 

Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter what the danger 
or the cost. 

Let us pray for those who carry a cross in the name of Christ and face ridicule and 
persecution for the sake of the kingdom: missionaries and chaplains, young people who 
stand up for what is right in the face of pressure to do what is wrong, and all who pay a 
high price for their faith and their values as Christians. 

By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance. 

Let us pray for those who carry heavy burdens in life: the sick and the chronically ill, the 
depressed and the lonely, those torn by conflict in personal relationships, those 
victimized by war and injustice, and all who face the terrors of life with a heavy heart. 

Grant them peace, O Lord, and in your mercy, be their guardian and friend, their 
comfort and hope. 

Let us pray for those who care for others: pastors and counselors; physicians and nurses; 
social workers and caring friends; all who feed the hungry, comfort the hurting, and stand 
beside the dying. 

Strengthen them in their work, O Lord, and do not let them become weary in 
doing good. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Keep us faithful even to the 
point of death, that we may receive the crown of life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

405 On My Heart Imprint Your Image CW 405 
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THE WEEK AHEAD            

SUNDAY   8:00  am  Easter Worship 
  9:00  am  Easter Breakfast  
   9:15  am  Kids’ Egg Hunt 
  10:30 am  Easter Worship 

 


