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WELCOME! 
 

Welcome to Prince of Peace Lutheran Church. We pray that the time spent here in God’s 
house helps you to appreciate how dearly God loves you! He invested the life blood of his 
one and only Son into your salvation and offers the blessings of that sacrifice to us through 
Word and Sacrament! May God bless our worship today! 
 
 

THEME FOR TODAY 
 

The good news of the risen Christ is bigger than a single day. The Easter gospel will 
continue to march across centuries and continents. However, there will always be forces 
that try to slow that march. Those forces could be self-inflected fears and doubts. They 
could be various types of persecutions. Whatever the case, the good news of Easter will not 
be restrained. For it is not some myth or fable, not a hoax or conspiracy. The reality of 
Easter rests on the testimony of eyewitnesses. Therefore, the gospel cannot be boxed in any 
more than Christ could be put back in a tomb. Many may try and restrain the good news 
of Christ. But the march of the Church's witness will never slow down. 
 

WORSHIP SERIES 
 

VICTORIOUS 

To the world he seemed like a defeated man: opposed and killed by his enemies, his 
followers scattered in fear. Yet three days after Jesus' death he rose victorious from the 
dead. Nothing would ever be the same. The rest of eternity is now a victory march for the 
risen Christ. During Easter, we should not think of ourselves as passive observers in Christ's 
victory. We are more than fans cheering for our favorite athlete! Rather, we are active 
participants in Christ's triumph. Just as his death was our death, so also his life is our life. 
Buried with Christ in baptism, our life is now hidden with him on high. The victory is ours, 
now and forever.  
 
Easter is more than a day. It is an entire joyful season. The six solemn weeks of Lent are 
eclipsed by seven weeks of unbridled joy. These seven weeks correspond to the period of 
fifty days on the Jewish calendar between Passover and Pentecost. The Church reserves its 
highest praise for the Easter season. We do not merely watch from the sidelines as Christ 
marches in victory over sin, death, Satan, and hell. We join in the festal procession! 
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510 In Christ Alone CW 510 

 

Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 
  

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708875 

 

Glory Be to God CW 157 
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The Word 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your word of 

peace. Come to us also by Word and sacrament, and banish our fears with the comforting 

assurance of your abiding presence; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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First Reading Acts 5:12,17–32 

The disciples served as witnesses of Christ's resurrection, but some opponents wanted to restrain the spread of 
the gospel. 

 12The apostles performed many signs and wonders among the people. And all the 

believers used to meet together in Solomon’s Colonnade. 

 17Then the high priest and all his associates, who were members of the party of the 

Sadducees, were filled with jealousy. 18They arrested the apostles and put them in the 

public jail. 19But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the jail and 

brought them out. 20“Go, stand in the temple courts,” he said, “and tell the people all 

about this new life.” 

 21At daybreak they entered the temple courts, as they had been told, and began to teach 

the people. 

 When the high priest and his associates arrived, they called together the Sanhedrin—

the full assembly of the elders of Israel—and sent to the jail for the apostles. 22But on 

arriving at the jail, the officers did not find them there. So they went back and reported, 
23“We found the jail securely locked, with the guards standing at the doors; but when we 

opened them, we found no one inside.” 24On hearing this report, the captain of the 

temple guard and the chief priests were at a loss, wondering what this might lead to. 

 25Then someone came and said, “Look! The men you put in jail are standing in the 

temple courts teaching the people.” 26At that, the captain went with his officers and 

brought the apostles. They did not use force, because they feared that the people would 

stone them. 

 27The apostles were brought in and made to appear before the Sanhedrin to be 

questioned by the high priest. 28“We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name,” he 

said. “Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make us 

guilty of this man’s blood.” 

 29Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than human beings! 
30The God of our ancestors raised Jesus from the dead—whom you killed by hanging him 

on a cross. 31God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might 

bring Israel to repentance and forgive their sins. 32We are witnesses of these things, and 

so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

150A Sing Praise to the LORD, You People of Grace Psalm 150A 
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Second Reading Revelation 1:4–18 

The risen Savior promises to be with his churches as they share the light of the gospel in the midst of a persecution. 

 4John, 

 To the seven churches in the province of Asia: 

 Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from 

the seven spirits before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the 

firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 

 To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and has made us to 

be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and power for 

ever and ever! Amen. 

7“Look, he is coming with the clouds,” 

 and “every eye will see him, 

even those who pierced him”; 

 and all peoples on earth “will mourn because of him.” 

   So shall it be! Amen. 

 8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is 

to come, the Almighty.” 

 9I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient 

endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God 

and the testimony of Jesus. 10On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me 

a loud voice like a trumpet, 11which said: “Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the 

seven churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and 

Laodicea.” 

 12I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw 

seven golden lampstands, 13and among the lampstands was someone like a son of man, 

dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. 14The 

hair on his head was white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. 
15His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of 

rushing waters. 16In his right hand he held seven stars, and coming out of his mouth was a 

sharp, double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance. 

 17When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me 

and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. 18I am the Living One; I was dead, 

and now look, I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 
Stand 
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Gospel Acclamation John 20:29 

 
  

Blessed are those who have not seen  

and yet have believed. 

  

Refrain 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708875 

 

Gospel John 20:19–31 

The Easter gospel is based on the written testimony of eyewitnesses of the risen Christ. As we read that testimony, 
the Spirit enables us who are not eyewitnesses to also believe. 

 19On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with 

the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and 

said, “Peace be with you!” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The 

disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 

 21Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 
22And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive 

anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

 24Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples 

when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” 

 But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where 

the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 

 26A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. 

Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 

with you!” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your 

hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” 

 28Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 

 29Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those 

who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

 30Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 

recorded in this book. 31But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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Be seated 

 

456 O Sons and Daughters of the King CW 456 

 

Sermon                                  Do Not Be Afraid Revelation 1:4–18 

 
Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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Prayer of the Church 

 

Lord of life, fill our hearts with joy during this season, for you have risen and conquered 

the grave. Imprint the message of victory on our hearts and implant it in our minds. 

Through the good news of your resurrection renew our hope and revive our faith. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

  

By baptizing us into your name, you have connected us to your death and rising. You 

have put our sin to death and have given us a new life. Enable us each day to think of 

ourselves as dead to sin and alive to you, so that we may walk in newness of life in all we 

do. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

  

In this fallen world, death and sorrow surround us. Touch the hearts of those who grieve 

the loss of a Christian they love. Direct their eyes to your empty tomb and ease their pain 

by reminding them that their loved ones will one day rise again. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

  

Lord, many people grieve without hope. Let the message of resurrection reach them and 

awaken faith in their hearts. Use us as your instruments to bring the word of life to their 

souls and the message of hope to their hearts. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

  

Stay by the side of all who are suffering. In your wise mercy, heal those who are sick, 

receiving treatment for illness, recovering from illness or surgery, or hurting in body or 

mind. [We pray especially for…here name the person and the cause of the petition.] 

Remind them that your victory over death is a fact, and comfort them with your promise 

to raise them and give them and all believers new, glorified bodies like yours. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 

  

Risen Savior, feed our faith with the message of your resurrection. Come to us in your 

Word and in the feast of your Sacrament to sustain and strengthen us until we feast with 

you in eternal glory.  

Amen. 
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Offering 
 

442 Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia CW 442 
 
Stand 

 

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear 

them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your 

holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

819 If God Himself Be for Me CW 819 v 1, 3-4 
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THE WEEK AHEAD            

MONDAY     6:30 pm  Catechism 

WEDNESDAY     10:15 am  Bible Class   

    6:00 pm  Bible Class 

SUNDAY     8:00 am  Worship w/Lord’s Supper 
    9:15  am – 10:15 am  Bible Class & Sunday School  
  10:30  am  Worship w/Lord’s Supper 

 
CHANCEL FLOWERS  
 

Flowers today are in remembrance of Emily Gifford, wife of Walter 
Gifford for 60 years, who went to be with Jesus 6 years ago. She is greatly 
missed by him, daughters Barbara Smith and Jane Johnston, and sons 
Douglas and Daniel, 12 grandchildren and 12 great grandchildren. 
 
 

 
 

Operating Offerings Attendance            Mortgage Progress 

4/14, 4/15 & 4/17/22 $     4,866.01   8:00 am      48 4/14, 4/15 & 4/17/22  $     447.00      
Month to Date 

YTD 
$     14,251.01 
$   63,241.00 

     10:30 am 
Total 

     68  
     116 

Month to Date 
YTD 

 $   3,129.00 
 $  13,581.00 

Budget YTD $  60,806.00 59% of total membership Budget YTD $  10,752.00 
2021 YTD $  62,436.00 4/14/22 31 2021 YTD $  13,006.00 

  4/15/22 30   
 

Weekly needs April Operating Offering               $    3,845.00 
Monthly Mortgage Payment                                                       $    2,867.00 
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