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WELCOME! 
 

Welcome to Prince of Peace Lutheran Church. We pray that the time spent here in God’s house 
helps you to appreciate how dearly God loves you! May God bless our worship today! If you are 
visiting with us for the first time, please take a moment to fill out one of the information cards 
found in the pews next to the hymnals. You can either place the completed card in the offering 
plate or give it to the usher when being ushered out at the end of the service.  We look forward 
to getting to know you better in order to serve you fully with God's word! 
 
 

THEME FOR TODAY 
 

In Eden, mankind fell into sin, bringing death and despair to Paradise. God immediately 
promised to send a Savior who would undo that devastation. This Savior would be a descendant 
of Adam and Eve—a human being. Century after century, through the prophets, God reiterated 
and expanded upon that promise of a Savior-King. In a manger in Bethlehem, on that first 
Christmas, God’s promise was fulfilled. The perfect faithfulness God demonstrated in keeping 
all his promises about Christ’s first coming at Christmas is what gives us the certainty and 
comfort that God will keep his promises about Christ’s second coming on judgment day. The 
King shall come! 
 

THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

Scripture teaches us that in the Lord’s Supper:  
- The body and blood of Christ are really present with the bread and the wine. 

(Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 11:27)  
- Jesus gives true forgiveness, not just a symbol, to each recipient. (Matthew 26:28)  
- We are united as one body of believers because we all partake the one body and blood 

of Christ. “Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the 
blood of Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ? 
Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all share the one loaf. 
(1 Corinthians 10:16-17) 

 

For these reasons we ask that, if you are not a part of a WELS (Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod) or ELS (Evangelical Lutheran Synod) church that publicly confesses to believe these 
same scriptural truths, you speak with our pastor before you take the Sacrament. We do not 
wish to judge your faith, but want to make sure that we are in agreement before publicly 
declaring that we share a common faith. 
 

We are careful about the way we celebrate the Lord’s Supper because we want to humbly accept 
this gift the way God intended.   
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320 As Angels Joyed with One Accord  CW 320 sts. 1–3 

Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession CW 154 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Kevin Becker 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708875 
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Glory Be to God on High CW 157 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Word 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the burden of our sins, and make us 

ready for the celebration of your birth, that we may receive you in joy and serve you 

always; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 
Be seated 

 

First Reading 2 Samuel 7:8–16 
 

The LORD promised King David that one of his descendants would establish an everlasting kingdom. 
 

 8“Now then, tell my servant David, ‘This is what the LORD Almighty says: I took you 

from the pasture, from tending the flock, and appointed you ruler over my people Israel. 
9I have been with you wherever you have gone, and I have cut off all your enemies from 

before you. Now I will make your name great, like the names of the greatest men on 

earth. 10And I will provide a place for my people Israel and will plant them so that they 

can have a home of their own and no longer be disturbed. Wicked people will not oppress 

them anymore, as they did at the beginning 11and have done ever since the time I 

appointed leaders over my people Israel. I will also give you rest from all your enemies. 

 “ ‘The LORD declares to you that the LORD himself will establish a house for you: 12When 

your days are over and you rest with your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring to 

succeed you, your own flesh and blood, and I will establish his kingdom. 13He is the one 

who will build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom 

forever. 14I will be his father, and he will be my son. When he does wrong, I will punish 

him with a rod wielded by men, with floggings inflicted by human hands. 15But my love 

will never be taken away from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from 

before you. 16Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne 

will be established forever.’ ” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Choir O Come, Emmanuel 
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Second Reading Romans 16:25–27 
 

The prophetic writings about King Jesus prove that God keeps his promises. 
 

 25Now to him who is able to establish you in accordance with my gospel, the message I 

proclaim about Jesus Christ, in keeping with the revelation of the mystery hidden for long 

ages past, 26but now revealed and made known through the prophetic writings by the 

command of the eternal God, so that all the Gentiles might come to the obedience that 

comes from faith— 27to the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ! Amen. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
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Gospel Acclamation Matthew 1:23 

 

 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708875 

 

Gospel Luke 1:26–38 
 

In the womb of the Virgin Mary, God kept his promise to send a Savior who would establish an everlasting kingdom. 
 

 26In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, 

a town in Galilee, 27to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a 

descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28The angel went to her and said, 

“Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

 29Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this 

might be. 30But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with 

God. 31You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32He will be 

great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne 

of his father David, 33and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will 

never end.” 

 34“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 

 35The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most 

High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 
36Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said 

to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37For no word from God will ever fail.” 

 38“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then 

the angel left her. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
Be seated 
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956 Holy Is Your Name CW 956 

The congregation is invited to join the choir in singing the refrain and verses following verse 3. 

Sermon                            The Word of God Never Fails Luke 1:26–38 

Stand 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Be seated 
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Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

  

Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your promise to send 

the offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. Through your prophets of old, 

you continually directed the eyes of your people to the advent of their Savior. 

We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to destroy 

the works of the devil. 

  

As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to shatter our 

pride and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy. 

Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 

near.” 

  

You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and strength. Use 

it to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the despairing. In these days 

before Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines and the frenzy of commercialism. 

Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace. 

  

Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will see your Son 

coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords. 

Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day. 

  

Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical and emotional pain and all 

who are afflicted by disease or facing death. [Especially bless… here name the person and 

the cause of the petition.] Pour out your compassion on the grieving and comfort the 

mourners who miss someone they loved. 

Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we can. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 

  

Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory. 

Come, Lord Jesus! Amen. 

 

Offering 
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The Sacrament 
Please be sure to see the note on page 2 of this bulletin regarding our communion practice according to 
God's Word. 

 
Stand 

 

Preface CW 165 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, whose 

way John the Baptist prepared when he called people to repentance and pointed to Jesus 

as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Therefore, with all the saints on 

earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be 

our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all 

things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy 

Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on 

the cross and released from eternal death all who believe in you. 

  

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 

together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 

strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we 

glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

  



14 

 

O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Be seated 

 

Distribution 

Distribution Hymn CW 320 sts. 4–7 

Stand 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray 

that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

349 A Great and Mighty Wonder CW 349 
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THE WEEK AHEAD            

WEDNESDAY    10:15  am   Bible Class 
   6:30  pm   Advent Worship /Bible Class 

THURSDAY    5:00  pm   Elders Meeting 
   6:00  pm   Council Meeting 

SUNDAY     9:15  am   Bible Class 
  10:30  am   Christmas Eve Worship 

 

CHANCEL FLOWERS   
 

Gerda Deines is celebrating her 89th birthday! Her daughter, Karen Thomasson, 
provided the chancel flowers today to thank God for the blessings her mom has 
brought into her life. We join Karen and the rest of Gerda’s family to thank God for 
Gerda’s example of Christian love and faithfulness that she has modeled for all of 
us. May God continue to bless Gerda with good health and every spiritual blessing 
in Christ until at last she takes her place in heaven’s glory through faith in Jesus 
Christ. Happy birthday, Gerda! 

 

 

CHRISTMAS  SERVICES 
 

Sunday December 24th Christmas Eve -   10:30am 
Monday December 25th Christmas Day - 10:30am 

 

GEORGIA SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
 

If you are a Georgia resident and pay Georgia state income tax, you can redirect 
up to $5,000 of the money you pay to the government in the form of income 
tax to Prince of Peace Preschool through this program.  Redirecting your tax 
dollars in this way helps us grow our school and financial aid resources.  For 
more information contact Jeanne Thomas or Ann Wendt.  You can also check 
out the Apogee website at www.apogee123.org 

 

POINSETTIAS 
 

Help beautify the church for Christmas!  Purchase as many plants as you 
would like!  There is a sign-up list on the bulletin board. Your plant(s) may 
be taken home following the Christmas day worship service. The cost is $5.00 
per plant.  

 
Operating Offerings     Attendance             Mortgage Progress 

12/6 & 12/10/23 $       4,271.00             12/6 & 12/10/23 $          315.00 
 

Month to Date 
 

YTD 

$       8,142.00 
 

$   182,566.00 

 

   12/6/23 
  

16 
 

Month to Date 
 

YTD 

$         445.00 
 

$     39,410.00 

Budget YTD $   190,870.00    12/10/23 61 Budget YTD $    32,685.00 

2022 YTD $   167,592.00            2022 YTD $    40,651.00  
 

Weekly needs December Operating Offering                              $     3,987.00 
Monthly Mortgage Payment                                                   $     2,867.00 
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