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WELCOME!

Welcome to Prince of Peace Lutheran Church. We pray that the time spent here in God’s
house helps you to appreciate how dearly God loves you! He invested the life blood of his
one and only Son into your salvation and offers the blessings of that sacrifice to us through
Word and Sacrament! May God bless our worship today!

THEME FOR TODAY

The watchmen on the walls call out—it’s good news! The Lord has won the victory just as
he said he would. How did he do this? In the most amazing of ways. He came down to earth
to redeem us; to free us from our sins and make us his own. He comes in the flesh revealing
to us great spiritual truth; he comes to bring light to darkness; he comes to comfort his
people. It's good news worth proclaiming from the mountaintops!

LORD’S SUPPER

Scripture teaches us that in the Lord’s Supper:

- The body and blood of Christ are really present with the bread and the wine.
(Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 11:27)

- Jesus gives true forgiveness, not just a symbol, to each recipient. (Matthew 26:28)

- We are united as one body of believers because we all partake the one body and
blood of Christ. “Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a
participation in the blood of Christ? And is not the bread that we break a
participation in the body of Christ? Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are
one body, for we all share the one loaf. (1 Corinthians 10:16-17)

For these reasons we ask that, if you are not a part of a WELS (Wisconsin Evangelical
Lutheran Synod) or ELS (Evangelical Lutheran Synod) church that publicly confesses to
believe these same scriptural truths, you speak with our pastor before you take the
Sacrament. We do not wish to judge your faith, but want to make sure that we are in
agreement before publicly declaring that we share a common faith.

We are careful about the way we celebrate the Lord’s Supper because we want to humbly
accept this gift the way God intended.
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Stand

In the name of the Father and of the 4 Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession CW 154

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ,
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the 4 Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.



For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the

Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.
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The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Almighty God, grant that the birth of your only Son in the flesh may set us free from our
old bondage under the yoke of sin; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated



First Reading Isaiah 52:7-10

The prophecy pictures the watchmen of Jerusalem standing on the city walls. The watchmen shout for joy because
the messengers bring news of peace, goodness, and rescue: Your God reigns! God is in control and is ruling for his
people. God kept his promise, and all the ends of earth will see his salvation.

7How beautiful on the mountains
are the feet of those who bring good news,
who proclaim peace,
who bring good tidings,
who proclaim salvation,
who say to Zion,
“Your God reigns!”
8Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices;
together they shout for joy.
When the LORD returns to Zion,
they will see it with their own eyes.
9Burst into songs of joy together,
you ruins of Jerusalem,
for the LORD has comforted his people,
he has redeemed Jerusalem.
°“The LORD will lay bare his holy arm
in the sight of all the nations,
and all the ends of the earth will see
the salvation of our God.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Second Reading Hebrews 1:1-9

The arrival of God in the flesh inaugurated the last age of this earth. In Jesus Christ all the promises God made were
kept. In this age of promises kept, God’s interaction with mankind fundamentally changed. In the past God sent
angels and prophets as messengers to his people. But in these latter days, God sent the One who made the universe
and who sustains it by the breath of his mouth.

'In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in
various ways, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed
heir of all things, and through whom also he made the universe. 3The Son is the radiance
of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his
powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand
of the Majesty in heaven. 4So he became as much superior to the angels as the name he
has inherited is superior to theirs.

5For to which of the angels did God ever say,

“You are my Son;
today I have become your Father”?

Or again,

“I will be his Father,
and he will be my Son”?

%And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says,
“Let all God’s angels worship him.”
7In speaking of the angels he says,

“He makes his angels spirits,
and his servants flames of fire.”

8But about the Son he says,

“Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever;
a scepter of justice will be the scepter of your kingdom.

9You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness;
therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions
by anointing you with the oil of joy.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand



Gospel Acclamation Galatians 4:4,5
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But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son,
born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those under the law.

Refrain
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Gospel John 1:1-14

The good news of Christmas is that the Word of God’s promises have been kept by the Word taking on flesh. It’s the
mystery and wonder of the Christ. Jesus is true God and true man, coming down to earth as God with us to reveal
God to us.

'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
2He was with God in the beginning. 3Through him all things were made; without him
nothing was made that has been made. 4In him was life, and that life was the light of all
mankind. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

%There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify
concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8He himself was not the
light; he came only as a witness to the light.

9The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. *’He was in the
world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him.
"He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. *Yet to all who did
receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of
God— Bchildren born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will,
but born of God.

“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the
glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated
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Sermon
It’s True! Your God Reigns
I. He has redeemed you
II. He inspires comfort and joy

Stand

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated

Isaiah 52:7-10



Prayer of the Church

Offering

The Sacrament

Stand

Preface CW 165

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, by whose
wonderful and mysterious birth you have opened our eyes to the glory of your grace and
renewed in our hearts the fervor of your love. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and
hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be
our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all

things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy
Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on
the cross and released from eternal death all who believe in you.

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us

together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and

strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we
glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my -}~ body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;
this is my - blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray
that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and -~ give you peace.
Amen.

349 A Great and Mighty Wonder CW 349
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THE WEEK AHEAD
SUNDAY 9:15 am Bible Class
10:30 am Worship with Lord’s Supper

CHANCEL FLOWERS

Olinda Lane has purchased the flowers for the chancel area today in
loving memory of her husband Dwayne. We long for that day when God’s
Church will be united in heaven’s glory to praise our God together for all |
the blessings we enjoy for Jesus’ sake. We join Olinda in giving thanks to
God for the blessings of family, while we enjoy their companionship here,
confident always of a blessed reunion in heaven for the sake of Jesus, our
Savior.

FLOWER SIGN-UP SHEET

A new flower sign-up sheet for 2023 is on the wall next to Pastor’s office.

THANK YOU

Thank you for everyone that provided poinsettia(s) to beautify our church at Christmas.
You may take them home after the service.

GEORGIA SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

Don’t forget you can participate in the APOGEE program to

support our preschool. Your Georgia state income tax dollars can = | R
be redirected to our preschool. For more information contact | | (/)\ L
Jeanne Thomas or Ann Wendt. Sign up for 2023 now! ' §/ GeorgiaSctoal Coolen

. Scholarship Fund
You can also check out the Apogee website at www.apogeei23.org

Operating Offerings Attendance Mortgage Progress

12/14 & 12/18/22 $ 3,377.00 12/14 & 12/18/22 $ 398.00

Month to Date  $ 13,713.50 10:30 am 120 Month to Date $ 3,362.00

YTD $176,621.00 YTD $43,066.00

Budget YTD $198,719.00 Budget YTD $33,688.00

2021 YTD $183,812.00 Midweek 13 2021 YID $39,617.00
Weekly needs December Operating Offering $ 4,114.00
Monthly Mortgage Payment $ 2,867.00
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