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WELCOME! 
 

Welcome to Prince of Peace Lutheran Church. We pray that the time spent here in God’s house 
helps you to appreciate how dearly God loves you! May God bless our worship today! If you are 
visiting with us for the first time, please take a moment to fill out one of the information cards 
found in the pews next to the hymnals. You can either place the completed card in the offering 
plate or give it to the usher when being ushered out at the end of the service.  We look forward 
to getting to know you better in order to serve you fully with God's word! 
 
 

THEME FOR TODAY 
 

At his baptism in the Jordan River, Jesus was publicly anointed with the Holy Spirit and 
designated by God the Father as his chosen Messiah. Jesus’ baptism was the beginning of his 
public ministry as God’s chosen servant, the one who had come to bring salvation to the ends 
of the earth. Jesus is the one willing to stand in our place as our substitute and Savior. Jesus’ 
baptism reveals to us who he really is. As we reflect on Jesus’ baptism we can remember that 
our own baptisms unite us to Jesus and his saving work as the Messiah! 
 

“Epiphany” comes from a Greek word that means “reveal.” Someone might say, “I’ve had an 
epiphany,” when he makes some realization. In the Church Year, the season of Epiphany 
follows the life of Jesus to the next big events of his life after his birth to reveal important truths 
about who Jesus is. The Gospel of Luke tells us Jesus “grew and became strong; he was filled 
with wisdom, and the grace of God was on him.” Yet to begin, he was simply known as the 
carpenter’s son in Nazareth.  People in his hometown of Nazareth probably thought of Jesus as 
a very nice man—hardworking, honest, a role model for others. (That is still how many think 
of Jesus today.) But around the age of thirty, the fuller truth about Jesus began to be revealed: 
his person, his power, his purpose. It started with Jesus standing in a river with John the Baptist. 
The biggest epiphany took place at a mountain, where select followers saw Jesus shining 
brighter than the sun as he was transfigured before him, revealing, for a moment, his divine 
glory. All these epiphanies—all these revelations about Jesus—changed the lives of everyone 
around him. In this season of Epiphany, as we follow Jesus from the river to the mountain, may 
they change us too. 
 

Below is a preview of our Epiphany worship: 
 

January 7th  First Sunday after Epiphany   -                  It Begins with Baptism 
January 14th  Second Sunday after Epiphany   -            The Kindness in His Calling 
January 21st  Third Sunday after Epiphany   -          Committed to a Lofty Charge 
January 28th  Fourth Sunday after Epiphany   -                           Absolute Authority 
February 4th  Fifth Sunday after Epiphany    -               The Devil’s Work Undone 
February 11th  Transfiguration (Last Sunday of Epiphany) -            A Glimpse of His True Glory 

about:blank
about:blank


3 

 

THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

Scripture teaches us that in the Lord’s Supper:  
- The body and blood of Christ are really present with the bread and the wine. 

(Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 11:27)  
- Jesus gives true forgiveness, not just a symbol, to each recipient. (Matthew 26:28)  
- We are united as one body of believers because we all partake the one body and blood 

of Christ. “Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the 
blood of Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ? 
Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all share the one loaf. 
(1 Corinthians 10:16-17) 

 

For these reasons we ask that, if you are not a part of a WELS (Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod) or ELS (Evangelical Lutheran Synod) church that publicly confesses to believe these 
same scriptural truths, you speak with our pastor before you take the Sacrament. We do not 
wish to judge your faith, but want to make sure that we are in agreement before publicly 
declaring that we share a common faith. 
 

We are careful about the way we celebrate the Lord’s Supper because we want to humbly accept 
this gift the way God intended.   
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379 Christ, Your Footprints through the Desert CW 379 

 
Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession CW 154 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 

Glory Be to God on High CW 157 
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The Word 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan, you proclaimed him your 

beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Keep us who are baptized into Christ 

faithful in our calling as your children, and make us heirs with him of everlasting life; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
Be seated 
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First Reading Isaiah 49:1–6 
 

Through the pen of the prophet Isaiah, the Messiah himself speaks, telling us of the work God sent him to do. 
 

1Listen to me, you islands; 

 hear this, you distant nations: 

Before I was born the LORD called me; 

 from my mother’s womb he has spoken my name. 
2He made my mouth like a sharpened sword, 

 in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 

he made me into a polished arrow 

 and concealed me in his quiver. 
3He said to me, “You are my servant, 

 Israel, in whom I will display my splendor.” 
4But I said, “I have labored in vain; 

 I have spent my strength for nothing at all. 

Yet what is due me is in the LORD’s hand, 

 and my reward is with my God.” 

5And now the LORD says— 

 he who formed me in the womb to be his servant 

to bring Jacob back to him 

 and gather Israel to himself, 

for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD 

 and my God has been my strength— 
6he says: 

“It is too small a thing for you to be my servant 

 to restore the tribes of Jacob 

 and bring back those of Israel I have kept. 

I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, 

 that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

2A You Are My Son Psalm 2A 
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Second Reading Romans 6:1–11 
 

St. Paul connects our baptism to Christ, and he discusses the results of that connection in our lives. 
 

 1What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2By no 

means! We are those who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3Or don’t you 

know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We 

were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ 

was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 

 5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united 

with him in a resurrection like his. 6For we know that our old self was crucified with him 

so that the body ruled by sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves 

to sin— 7because anyone who has died has been set free from sin. 

 8Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9For we know 

that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has 

mastery over him. 10The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he 

lives to God. 

 11In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation Mark 1:11 

 
  

You are my Son, whom I love;  

with you I am well pleased. 

  

Refrain 

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708875 
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Gospel Mark 1:4–11 
 

Jesus public ministry begins with the anointing he received in his baptism. 
 

4And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance 

for the forgiveness of sins. 5The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem 

went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 
6John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 

locusts and wild honey. 7And this was his message: “After me comes the one more 

powerful than I, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8I 

baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 9At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the 

Jordan. 10Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and 

the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11And a voice came from heaven: “You are my 

Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
Be seated 

 

377 To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord CW 377 

 

Sermon                             This is God’s Anointed Mark 1:4–11 

 
Stand 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Installation of Church Officers 
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Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

  

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s Son, in the fullness of time you came into our 

world to save us from sin and death. 

You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold. 

  

Beloved Son of the Father, revered by the Magi, baptized by John, you came preaching 

and teaching, healing and comforting, forgiving and encouraging: 

You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness, and the joy of salvation 

to those doomed to death. 

  

Prince of peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our world. Let the good news 

of salvation be heard in the remotest corners of the earth. Open our own lips to speak 

your name to those around us who still live without faith or hope: 

Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the world with the light of your gospel. 

  

Lord of the Church, let your peace rule our hearts that we may use our gifts to serve you 

and each other in willing gratitude and joy. Watch over our loved ones near and far, that 

they may remember your love and rejoice in your salvation. Strengthen the faith of the 

sick and the disheartened. [We pray especially for…here name the person and the cause of 

the petition.] Give hope to those in despair and comfort those who mourn. 

Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love in everything we say and do. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 

  

Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home where we will stand in the 

full light of your glory and with all your saints and angels sing the everlasting song of 

triumph. 

Amen. 

 

Offering 

 

The Sacrament 
Please be sure to see the note on page 3 of this bulletin regarding our communion practice according to 
God's Word. 

 
Stand 
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Preface CW 165 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lived 

among us as a human being and revealed his glory as your only Son, full of grace and 

truth. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy 

name and join their glorious song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be 

our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all 

things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy 

Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on 

the cross and released from eternal death all who believe in you. 

  

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 

together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 

strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we 

glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 
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O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Be seated 

 

Distribution 

 

679 God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It CW 679 

 
Stand 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray 

that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

692 All Who Believe and Are Baptized CW 692 
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THE WEEK AHEAD            

WEDNESDAY    10:15  am   Bible Class 
    5:00 pm   Catechism 
   6:00  pm   Bible Class 

SUNDAY     9:15  am   Bible Class & Sunday School 
  10:30  am   Worship 
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CHANCEL FLOWERS   
 

Bryce Jones. has purchased the flowers for the chancel area today in 
loving memory of Albert Jones, her father. We join Bryce in giving thanks 
to God for the blessings God’s children bring into our lives while we enjoy 
their companionship here, confident always of a blessed reunion in 
heaven for the sake of Jesus, our Savior.  

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL OPEN FORUM  
 

There will be a congregational open forum after the worship service on January 21st to 

discuss the current state and future of Prince of Peace Preschool. There will be a Sandwich 
Sunday fellowship meal after the meeting. A sign up sheet for bringing food is posted on 
the hallway bulletin board. 
 

BUNCO 
 

Please join us for Bunco on Friday, January 26th, at 7:00 pm, in the fellowship hall.  
Come one, come all for a night of fun and fellowship—no experience required! A sign-
up sheet  is on the bulletin board across from Pastor’s office. 

 
 

THANK YOU 
 

Thank you, members of Prince of Peace, for all of your Christmas gifts and cards! It’s a 
humbling and joyous experience to see first-hand the love of God working through his 
people. It is a privilege to serve you as your pastor and I feel very blessed to serve among 
you. God bless all of you in this new year as we continue to live in His grace!  

Pastor Neumann 

 

THANK YOU 
 

"Two little eyes to look to God. Two little ears to hear His Word.  Two little feet to walk His 
ways. Hands to serve Him all my days."  I am so blessed to be able to serve God and his 
precious children here at Prince of Peace Preschool. I truly appreciate the prayers, kind 
words, volunteer help, cards, gifts, and all the many ways the congregation supports me in 
my service to God. May God richly bless you all in the coming year!    
                  Jeanne  
 

Operating Offerings     Attendance             Mortgage Progress 

12/31/23 $       1,826.00            12/31/23 $          160.00 
 

Month to Date 
 

YTD 

$     18,507.00 
 

$   192,931.00 

 

   12/31/23 
  

61 
 

Month to Date 
 

YTD 

$      4,020.00 
 

$    42,985.00 

Budget YTD $  202,832.00        Budget YTD $    34,405.00 

2022 YTD $   174,532.00            2022 YTD $    42,070.00 
 

Weekly needs December Operating Offering                              $     3,987.00 
Monthly Mortgage Payment                                                   $     2,867.00 

 


