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WELCOME! 
 

Welcome to Prince of Peace Lutheran Church. May God bless your worship today! If you are 
visiting with us for the first time, please take a moment to fill out one of the information cards 
found in the pews next to the hymnals. You can either place the completed card in the offering 
plate or give it to the usher when being ushered out at the end of the service.  We look forward 
to getting to know you better in order to serve you fully with God's word! 
 

WORSHIP THEME 
 

Scripture frequently pictures spiritual care in terms of a shepherd watching over sheep. Even 
people unfamiliar with shepherding are able to grasp the meaning. Sheep are helpless 
animals—an easy meal for predators. For sheep to survive they needed a shepherd who not 
only leads them to sources of food, but who also is willing to tangle with a pack of wolves. Jesus 
is such a shepherd. He proved he is willing to lay down his life for his sheep. The word “pastor” 
comes from the Latin word for “shepherd.” Today, there are plenty of people— pastors, 
religious leaders, etc.—who claim they can provide healing for your soul. Yet, Scripture warns 
that “many” of these are “false prophets” (1 John 4:1) who “distort the truth” (Acts 20:30). Many! 
But the resurrection reality is that our Good Shepherd is faithful. He will raise up true under-
shepherds who know Christ and proclaim the truth of his gospel. 
 

THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

Scripture teaches us that in the Lord’s Supper:  
- The body and blood of Christ are really present with the bread and the wine. 

(Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 11:27)  
- Jesus gives true forgiveness, not just a symbol, to each recipient. (Matthew 26:28)  
- We are united as one body of believers because we all partake the one body and blood 

of Christ. “Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the 
blood of Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ? 
Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all share the one loaf. 
(1 Corinthians 10:16-17) 

 

For these reasons we ask that, if you are not a part of a WELS (Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod) or ELS (Evangelical Lutheran Synod) church that publicly confesses to believe these 
same scriptural truths, you speak with our pastor before you take the Sacrament. We do not 
wish to judge your faith, but want to make sure that we are in agreement before publicly 
declaring that we share a common faith. 
 

We are careful about the way we celebrate the Lord’s Supper because we want to humbly accept 
this gift the way God intended.   

about:blank
about:blank
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551 Jesus, Shepherd of the Sheep CW 551 

 

Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession CW 154 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Kevin Becker 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708875 
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Glory Be to God on High CW 157 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Word 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Good Shepherd who laid down your life for the sheep. 

Lead us now to the still waters of your life-giving Word that we may abide in your 

Father’s house forevermore; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
Be seated 

 

First Reading Acts 20:28–32 
 

The good shepherd provides men to serve as shepherds under him to keep watch over the flock.  
 

 28Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you 

overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. 29I 

know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the 

flock. 30Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw 

away disciples after them. 31So be on your guard! Remember that for three years I never 

stopped warning each of you night and day with tears. 

 32“Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and 

give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm of the Day Psalm 23 

1The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 

 2He makes me lie down in green pastures, 

he leads me beside quiet waters, 

 3he refreshes my soul. 

He guides me along the right paths 

 for his name’s sake. 
4Even though I walk 

 through the darkest valley, 

I will fear no evil, 

 for you are with me; 

your rod and your staff, 

 they comfort me. 

5You prepare a table before me 

 in the presence of my enemies. 

You anoint my head with oil; 

 my cup overflows. 
6Surely your goodness and love will follow me 

 all the days of my life, 

and I will dwell in the house of the LORD 

 forever. 

 

Second Reading 1 John 4:1–6 
 

Not all those who claim to have a spiritual message are truly sent by God. Therefore, we ought to test them according 
to Scripture. 
 

 1Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are 

from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2This is how you 

can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come 

in the flesh is from God, 3but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from 

God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is 

already in the world. 

 4You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in 

you is greater than the one who is in the world. 5They are from the world and therefore 

speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them. 6We are from God, 

and whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. 

This is how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 
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Gospel Acclamation John 10:14 

 

 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708875 

 

Gospel John 10:11–18 
 

Jesus explains why he is the good shepherd. 
 

 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12The 

hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf 

coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and 

scatters it. 13The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the 

sheep. 

 14“I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— 15just as the 

Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have 

other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to 

my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 17The reason my Father loves me 

is that I lay down my life—only to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it 

down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. 

This command I received from my Father.” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
Be seated 

 

552 The King of Love My Shepherd Is CW 552 
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Sermon                         Shepherds – On Guard and Watching Acts 20:28–32 

 

Stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Be seated 
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Prayer of the Church 

Offering 
Our offerings are freely given as a response to God’s gracious outpouring of love upon us.  

 

The Sacrament 
Please be sure to see the note on page 2 of this bulletin regarding our communion practice according to 
God's Word. 

 

Stand 

 

Preface CW 165 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who by 

his willing sacrifice on the cross took away the sins of the world and by his glorious 

resurrection restored everlasting life. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of 

heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be 

our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all 

things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy 

Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on 

the cross and released from eternal death all who believe in you. 

  

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 

together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 

strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we 

glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169 
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Be seated 

 

Distribution 

Distribution Hymn 
553 The Lord’s My Shepherd CW 553 

 

Stand 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 
 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray 

that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

804 I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb CW 804 
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THE WEEK AHEAD            

MONDAY   Pastor @Super Circuit Meeting in Birmingham, AL 

TUESDAY   Pastor @Super Circuit Meeting in Birmingham, AL 

WEDNESDAY   10:15  am   Bible Class 
  6:00  pm   Bible Class 

THURSDAY   6:30  pm   Outreach Committee Meeting 

SUNDAY    9:15  am   Bible Class & Sunday School 
 10:30  am   Worship 

 
 

CHANCEL FLOWERS     
 

Flowers are placed on the altar today in loving remembrance of Emily 
Gifford, wife of Walter Gifford. She went to heaven eight years ago this week. 
She is truly missed by Walter, daughters Barbara Smith and Jane Johnston, 
sons Douglas Gifford and Daniel Gifford, and twelve grandchildren.  Emily 
will always be remembered as a very friendly, loving wife, mother and 
grandmother. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Operating Offerings     Attendance             Mortgage Progress 

4/14/24 $    3,230.00            4/14/24 $       115.00 
 

Month to Date 
 

YTD 

$    8,270.00 
 

$  68,681.00 

 

    

    4/14/24 

  
  36 

Month to Date 
 

YTD 

$       230.00 
 

$    7,225.00  

Budget YTD $  57,938.00        Budget YTD $  10,035.00 

2023 YTD $  62,116.00            2023 YTD $  12,178.00 
 

Weekly needs April Operating Offering                              $   3,863.00 
Monthly Mortgage Payment                                                 $   2,867.00 

 


