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WELCOME! 
 

Welcome to Prince of Peace Lutheran Church. We pray that the time spent here in God’s 
house helps you to appreciate how dearly God loves you! He invested the life blood of 
his one and only Son into your salvation and offers the blessings of that sacrifice to us 
through Word and Sacrament! May God bless our worship today! 
 

THEME FOR TODAY 
 

This Christmas Eve, an angel answers the question, “What child is this?” with the 
proclamation, "A savior has been born to you." It is a stunning statement, for two 
reasons. First, this child looks nothing like what we would expect in a hero-savior. This 
child is weak, helpless, and mired in poverty. Second, he has come to bring salvation 
"to you." It is a salvation we all need desperately. It was God's gift to us, given on that 
first Christmas Eve. 
 

WORSHIP SERIES 
 

A baby is born every twelve seconds. That's 140 million babies born each year. Yet, 
there is something that sets this child apart from all others. It is not simply his humble 
beginnings, with a cattle trough as his first cradle. It is not just the miraculous nature of 
his birth, his mother being a virgin. There is so much more. This child is the only hope 
we have for peace and a future. This child can wipe away every tear, drive away every 
fear. Here is the truth of Christmas. With this child, you lack nothing. Without him, you 
have nothing. Let us use this season of Christmas to answer this most important 
question: WHAT CHILD IS THIS?" 
 
 

WHAT CHILD IS THIS? 
 

 Christmas Eve, December 24th  — A Savior 
 Christmas Day, December 25th — God in the Flesh  
 Sunday, December 26th   — Our Substitute and Sacrifice 

Sunday, January 2nd   — The One Who Sets His People Free 
  

http://www.princeofpeacemartinez.com/
http://www.facebook.com/princeofpeacemartinez
http://www.instagram.com/princeofpeace_martinez
mailto:princeofpeacepreschoolga@gmail.com
mailto:pastorjonathanneumann@gmail.com
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

HYMN 67                What Child Is This? 
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STAND 
 

 

[M]: In the name of the Father and of the Son () and of the Holy Spirit.  
 

[C]: Amen. 
 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

[M]: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to 
 God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
 forgiveness.  
 

[C]: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
 disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 
 and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now 
 and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 
 Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 

[M]: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to 
 be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and 
 by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
 Son () and of the Holy Spirit.  

 

[C]: Amen. 
 
 
 
 

PSALM 96 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

[M]: The Lord be with you.  
 

[C]: And also with you. 
 

[M]: Let us pray. 
 

 Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true 
 light. Grant that as we have known on earth the wonder of that light, we may 
 also behold him in all glory in the life to come; through your only Son, Jesus 
 Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
 now and forever. 
 

[C]: Amen. 
 

 

BE SEATED 
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THE WORD 

 
FIRST LESSON                  Isaiah 9:2-7 
 

Some 700 years before Jesus was born, Isaiah speaks about the joy believers will know at the coming of the 
Savior.  He speaks about the work the Savior will do to save us from sin and damnation in terms of a great 
king defeating the enemies of his people.  His victory means a reign of peace in the heart of every believer—
a reign of peace that will have its complete fulfillment in his eternal kingdom of heaven. 

2 The people walking in darkness  
have seen a great light;  

on those living in the land of deep darkness  
a light has dawned.  

3 You have enlarged the nation  
and increased their joy;  

they rejoice before you  
as people rejoice at the harvest,  

as warriors rejoice  
when dividing the plunder.  

4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat,  
you have shattered  

the yoke that burdens them,  
the bar across their shoulders,  
the rod of their oppressor.  

5 Every warrior’s boot used in battle  
and every garment rolled in blood  

will be destined for burning,  
will be fuel for the fire.  

6 For to us a child is born,  
to us a son is given,  
and the government will be on his shoulders.  

And he will be called  
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,  
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

7 Of the greatness of his government and peace  
there will be no end.  

He will reign on David’s throne  
and over his kingdom,  

establishing and upholding it  
with justice and righteousness  
from that time on and forever.  

The zeal of the LORD Almighty  
will accomplish this. 

 
 
 

CHOIR: Baby in a Manger 
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SECOND READING 1 John 4:9-14 
 

We cannot do enough good works or offer enough sacrifices to raise ourselves up to God. So the Son of God 
obeyed the law for us and by his sacrifice has made us holy. 
 

9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the 
world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God 
so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we 
love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.  

13 This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He has given us of his Spirit. 
14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the 
world. 
 

 
 

STAND 
 

 

GOSPEL                   Luke 2:1-20 
 

The minister and congregation read the Christmas account from the Gospel of Luke responsively. 

 

[M]:  In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken 
of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to 
register.  

 

[C]:  4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line 
of David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be 
married to him and was expecting a child. 

 
[M]:  6 While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave 

birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a 
manger, because there was no guest room available for them.  

 

[C]:  8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch 
over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the 
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause 
great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been 
born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You 
will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”  

 
[M]:  13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 

praising God and saying,  

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,  
and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”  
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[C]:  15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said 
to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
happened, which the Lord has told us about.”  

 
[M]:  16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying 

in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what 
had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and 
pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been 
told. 

 
 
 

 

THE APOSTLE’S CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
BE SEATED 
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HYMN 62          Joy to the World 

 

 
 

SERMON Luke 2:1-20 
 
 

When You See All This Commotion 
 

  I.  Take Notice of the Savior Child 
  II. Ponder What It Means 
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STAND 

 

HYMN                  Let Us All with Gladsome Voice vs. 1–3 

 

 
 

 

 
OFFERING 
 

During this on-going pandemic we have refrained from passing the offering plate. You may place your 
offering into the plate on the table before or after the service. Online giving is also available on our website, 
www.princeofpeacemartinez.com . 

 

PRAYER 

[M]:  Heavenly Father, we pray for ourselves and all people who worship you and your 
Son this holy night. By your holy Word, lead us to say with the angels, 

 

[C]:   Glory to God in the highest! 
 
[M]:  We pray for your blessing upon the people of our city, our state, our nation, and 

our world. 
 

[C]:   Glory to God in the highest! 
 
[M]:  We pray for the poor and helpless, the cold and hungry, the sick and sad, that 

you would give them the joy of your salvation and the comfort of your presence. 
 

[C]:   Glory to God in the highest! 

http://www.princeofpeacemartinez.com/
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[M]:  We pray for unbelievers and enemies of the Church, that through your Law and 
Gospel you would lead them to recognize your Son as their only hope for eternal 
life. 

 

[C]:   Glory to God in the highest! 
 
[M]: Finally, we remember before you all those who rejoice with us in heaven, who 

live in greater light and beauty than we, that multitude which no one can number, 
who died in faith, and now praise you in your heavenly temple. We confess that 
we are united with them and with one another. 

 

[C]:   Glory to God in the highest! 

 

[M]:  We humbly offer up these prayers and praises in the words that Christ himself 

taught us: 
 

[C]: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 

 

[M]: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and () give you peace. 
 

[C]: Amen.  

 

 

 
 
 
BE SEATED 
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HYMN 60         Silent Night! Holy Night  

The Choir will sing the song “Peace, Peace” as an introduction leading into Silent Night. The 
choir director will indicate to the congregation when to join in singing. 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
 

On Christmas Day, we will have one worship service at 9:00 am. Celebrate God 

revealing his glory in the form of the Christ-child! 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
 

Our celebration of Christmas doesn’t end on Christmas Eve or even Christmas Day! The 

two Sundays following Christmas make up the Christmas season of the church year. Be 

sure to make plans to hear even more about this great gift God has given us! 
 

 

All Scripture readings from The New International Version. (2011). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 
 

Copyright & Podcast/Stream Permission for this service obtained from One License: # A-708875 and CCLI: 11457698 & CSPL174669 


