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WELCOME! 

Welcome to Prince of Peace Lutheran Church. We pray that the time spent here in God’s 

house helps you to appreciate how dearly God loves you! He invested the life blood of 

his one and only Son into your salvation and offers the blessings of that sacrifice to us 

through Word and Sacrament! May God bless our worship today! 

 

 

 
 

THEME FOR TODAY 

“You’re a sight for sore eyes!” How pleasant is it to see a friendly and familiar face after 
enduring a hard day or after being apart from a loved one for an extended period of time. 
There’s a sense of relief and comfort, even joy that accompanies seeing someone or 
something that we long to see. How much more joyful and comforting then to see 
salvation. When we see our Savior entering into this world in the flesh, that is exactly 
what we see—a sight that brings us relief, comfort, and joy. 
 
 
 
Musician: Ms. Barbara Thomas 
 
 
 

INFORMATION 

  Our nursery area is located near the entrance area of the church. It is equipped with 
a television monitor so that you can view and follow the service if you desire to stay 
with your child in the nursery.  

 Restrooms are located through the double doors down the hallway on the right.  A 
changing table for infants and toddlers is located in both restrooms. Additional 
restrooms are available in the education wing. 

 The service is recorded and may be found on our YouTube channel or website.  
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

 
HYMN  CW #55              Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful 

 

 
 

 

 

STAND 

 

[M]: The grace of our Lord () Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
 

[C]: And also with you. 
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CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

[M]: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him 

as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 

punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 
 

[C]: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless 

ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. 

But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to 

your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
 

[M]: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 

innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You 

are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will. 
 

[C]: Amen. 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

[M]: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

OH, TASTE AND SEE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

[M]: The Lord be with you. 
 

[C]: And also with you. 

 

[M]: Let us pray.  
 

Almighty God, in mercy you sent your one and only Son to take upon himself 

our human nature.  By his gracious coming deliver us from the corruption of 

our sin and transform us into the likeness of his glory; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 
 

[C]: Amen. 

 
BE SEATED 

THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON        Isaiah 45:20-25 
 

20 “Gather together and come;  
assemble, you fugitives from the nations.  

Ignorant are those who carry about idols of wood,  
who pray to gods that cannot save.  

21 Declare what is to be, present it—  
let them take counsel together.  

Who foretold this long ago,  
who declared it from the distant past?  

Was it not I, the LORD?  
And there is no God apart from me,  

a righteous God and a Savior;  
there is none but me.  

22 “Turn to me and be saved,  
all you ends of the earth;  
for I am God, and there is no other.  

23 By myself I have sworn,  
my mouth has uttered in all integrity  
a word that will not be revoked:  

Before me every knee will bow;  
by me every tongue will swear.  

24 They will say of me, ‘In the LORD alone  
are deliverance and strength.’ ”  

All who have raged against him  
will come to him and be put to shame.  

25 But all the descendants of Israel  
will find deliverance in the LORD  
and will make their boast in him. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY         Psalm 111 

 

 

 
 

Great are the works of the LORD;* 

they are pondered by all who delight in them. 
 

Glorious and majestic are his deeds,* 

and his righteousness endures forever. 
 

He has caused his wonders to be remembered;* 

the LORD is gracious and compassionate. 
 

Refrain 
 

The works of his hands are faithful and just;* 

all his precepts are trustworthy. 
 

He provided redemption for his people;* 

he ordained his covenant forever. 
 

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;* 

all who follow his precepts have good understanding. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 
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SECOND LESSON                Colossians 3:12-17 
 

12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and 
forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord 
forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in 
perfect unity.  

15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you 
were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you 
richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, 
and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And whatever 
you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 
to God the Father through him. 
 

VERSE OF THE DAY  
 

Alleluia.  Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts.  Alleluia.  (Colossians 3:15a)  

 

STAND 

 

GOSPEL                 Luke 2:25-40 
 

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. 
He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26 It had 
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the 
Lord’s Messiah. 27 Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents 
brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, 28 Simeon 
took him in his arms and praised God, saying:  

29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,  
you may now dismiss your servant in peace.  

30 For my eyes have seen your salvation,  
31 which you have prepared in the sight of all nations:  
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles,  

and the glory of your people Israel.”  

33 The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 Then 
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the 
falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35 so that 
the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”  

36 There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She 
was very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 and then 
was a widow until she was eighty-four. u She never left the temple but worshiped night 
and day, fasting and praying. 38 Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave 
thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the 
redemption of Jerusalem.  

39 When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they 
returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and became 
strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was on him. 
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BE SEATED 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  CW #78           O Light of Gentile Nations 
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SERMON                  

 

The True Spirit of Christmas 

 

I.  Leads to a life in Christ 

II. Leads to a confession of Christ 

 

 
STAND 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church,  
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

[M]: Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you give 

us day after day. 
 

[C]: We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us. 

 

[M]: You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us from 

the temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature. 
 

[C]: We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this place 

and everywhere. Grant them a rich measure of patience, wisdom, and love.  
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[M]: Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger: sudden 

catastrophe, terrors of crime, and the pain of disease. Watch over those who 

travel by land, sea, and air. Keep our loved ones from whatever perils may 

threaten them.  
 

[C]: Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are 

distressed, and comfort all who are old and infirm. 

 

[M]: Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our 

government and schools upright and strong for the advancement of good 

citizenship and useful vocations, that we may enjoy your gifts of peace, security, 

and well-being. 
 

[C]: Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may 

there be peace. Where there is hatred, let it be healed. Where there is 

poverty, danger, or disaster, come with your almighty power to help and 

restore. 

 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

 

[M]: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

 

Silent prayer. 

 

[M]: We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask you 

to hear us. Take all that we have, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our 

ministries and offerings, and use them to your glory. 
 

[C]: We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing 

in your sight. Amen.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

[M]: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the 

Lord with gladness. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and () give you peace. 
 

[C]: Amen.  
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BE SEATED 

 

HYMN  CW #47        Behold, a Branch is Growing 

 

 
 

 

Reminder:  On-line giving is available on our website should you be unable to join us for 

worship.  Remember to watch the worship service online when you are not here! 
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 THE WEEK AHEAD 
FRIDAY   9:30 am  New Year’s Day Worship (Inside) 

SUNDAY   8:00 am  Worship w/Lord’s Supper (Inside) 
  9:15 am – 10:00 am Bible Class & Sunday School  
10:30 am  Worship w/Lord’s Supper (Inside)   

 
 

NEW YEAR’S DAY 
 

Start the new year with the LORD! We will have one 

New Year's Day worship service with the Lord's 

Supper at 9:30 am Jan 1st. 

 

 

 

 

MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE CLASS @CRACKER BARREL 
 

Please note that because of the New Year’s Day service, there will not be Men’s 

Breakfast Bible Class on Friday, January 1st. We will meet on January 15th, see you 

then! 

 

 

 

 

MIDWEEK BIBLE CLASS 
 

Midweek Bible class will resume on January 6th, with both 10:15 am and 

7:00 pm sessions.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Operating Offerings   Attendance               Mortgage Progress 

12/16 & 12/20/20 $      4,373.88         8:00 am     30 12/20/20 $        125.00      
Month to Date 
YTD 

$    13,203.88 
$  209,046.00   

 10:30 am      22 
Month to Date  
YTD 

$     2,830.00 
$   45,815.00 

Budget YTD $  240,508.00   Total        52 Budget YTD $   33,688.00 

2019 YTD $  206,213.00   2019 YTD $   33,555.00 
 

Weekly needs December Operating Offering        $     4,946.00 

Monthly Mortgage Payment                                               $     2,867.00 
 
 

All Scripture readings from The New International Version. (2011). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 
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