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THEME FOR TODAY

The Christian life is all about the cross. During Lent we are especially focused on the
cross of Christ. This Lent, we examine the contrasts of the cross—the ways that a holy
God reconciles sinful people by triumphing in a moment of agony. Only in the cross can
we comprehend how these contrasts must be understood:

Romans 6:23- Sin and Grace

Hebrews 10:23 Betrayal and Faithfulness
Isaiah 53:3-4 Sorrow and Joy

2 Corinthians 5:21 Justice and Mercy
Galatians 6:14 Shame and Glory

This week we examine the contrast of betrayal and faithfulness in the light of the cross.
How does a faithful God deal with people who have turned their backs on him? The

answer is found in the cross!

Musician: Mr. Isaac Roeseler

PRAYER AT THE CLOSE OF DAY
Compline: Setting I

“Prayer at the Close of Day” is a version of the historic rite called Compline. It is the final service
of the day before one retires for the night. This is a time for prayer and meditation. The believer
finds peace in God’s forgiveness and security under the shadow of his wings.
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CONFESSION OF SINS

[L]:  Our help is in the name of the Lord,
[G]: Who made heaven and earth.
[L]: Letus confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence for self-examination

[L]:  Almighty God, our heavenly Father,

[G]: we have sinned against you
in our thoughts,
in our words,
in our deeds,
and in all that we have not done.
Forgive us in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Deliver and restore us,
that we may rest in peace.

[L]: By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ,
and in him we are forgiven.
Let us rest in his peace until the rising of the sun
when we shall serve him in newness of life.

[G]: Amen.
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This hymn helps us recognize the nature of divine grace, which is entirely independent of anything
we are or can offer to God. God’s grace willingly acts on behalf of rebellious sinners, as especially
displayed in the suffering and death of our Savior.

Text: Laurie F. Gauger, b. 1965 © 2005 Laurie F. Gauger. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Tune: WHAT GRACE (44 886) G. A. Hennig, b. 1966 © 2005 G. A. Hennig. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

READING OF THE PASSION HISTORY
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Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt.

Tune: ST. MARY MAGDALENE (65 65 D) John B. Dykes, 1823-76.

SERMON

Hebrews 10:23

“Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.”

Contrasts of the Cross: Betrayal and Faithfulness

STAND
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PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory

forever and ever. Amen.
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[L]:  The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, (i*) and the Holy Spirit,
bless us and keep us.

[G]: Amen.

Reminder: On-line giving is available on our website should you be unable to join us for worship.
Remember to watch the worship service online when you are not here!

All Scripture readings from The New International Version. (2011). Grand Rapids, Ml: Zondervan.
Copyright & Podcast/Stream Permission for this service obtained from One License: # A-708875 and CCLI: 11457698 & CSPL174669
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