Prince of Peace
vangelical Lutheran Church

_'

False Security is Crushed by Faithful
Presence

March 20, 2022

Lent 3



“Learning and sharing the gospel of Christ the Prince of Peace.”

Prince of Peace princeofpeacemartinez.com
Evangelical Lutheran Church facebook.com/princeofpeacemartinez
3703 River Watch Pkwy, instagram.com/princeofpeace_martinez

Martinez, GA 30907

Pastor Jonathan Neumann Preschool Director: Jeanne Thomas
706-860-1600 (Church Office) 706-860-1655 (Preschool)
719-367-1636 (Cell) princeofpeacepreschoolga@gmail.com

pastorjonathanneumann@gmail.com

WELCOME!

Welcome to Prince of Peace Lutheran Church. We pray that the time spent here in God’s house helps you to
appreciate how dearly God loves you! He invested the life blood of his one and only Son into your salvation
and offers the blessings of that sacrifice to us through Word and Sacrament! May God bless our worship
today!

THEME FOR TODAY

Where is God? This is one of human beings' most frequently-asked and incorrectly-answered questions. We
are tempted to believe that evidence of God's presence is found in outward circumstances. We equate good
fortune with God's favor and bad fortune with his judgment. So, as long as nothing terrible is happening, God
must not be too angry with us, right? We are free to go on sinning. Such foolish assumptions must be crushed.
Therefore, God must constantly remind us where he intends to be found—in the gospel. He makes himself
present in Word and sacraments. Because he is always present, we realize the urgent need to turn away from
the sin he despises. Because his presence is graciously hidden, we are drawn to him for forgiveness rather
than driven away from him in fear.

LORD’S SUPPER

Scripture teaches us that in the Lord’s Supper:

- The body and blood of Christ are really present with the bread and the wine.
(Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 11:27)

- Jesus gives true forgiveness, not just a symbol, to each recipient. (Matthew 26:28)

- We are united as one body of believers because we all partake the one body and blood of Christ. “Is
not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of Christ? And is
not the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ? Because there is one loaf, we, who
are many, are one body, for we all share the one loaf. (1 Corinthians 10:16-17)

For these reasons we ask that, if you are not a part of a WELS (Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod) or ELS
(Evangelical Lutheran Synod) church that publicly confesses to believe these same scriptural truths, you
speak with our pastor before you take the Sacrament. We do not wish to judge your faith, but want to make
sure that we are in agreement before publicly declaring that we share a common faith.

We are careful about the way we celebrate the Lord’s Supper because we want to humbly accept this gift the
way God intended.

WORSHIP SERIES

This is the season of the Church called Lent. The word Lent comes from an Old English word for Spring:
"lengten"—when the days grow longer. For 1400 years the Church has set aside the 40 days between Ash
Wednesday and Easter as a time of repentance and renewal. Believers humbly acknowledge that sin is the
ultimate source of all the crushing moments in life. Our sin even crushed Christ. Yet, on Easter Sunday, Jesus
took up his life again. Our Savior crushed both death and the serpent's head. Yes, Lent is a solemn season.
But it is also a season of great hope. With the psalmist we say, "The Lord saves those who are crushed in
spirit."

Next Week: OUR CONDEMNATION IS CRUSHED BY GOD'S GRACE
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The Service — Setting One

867 Afflicted Saint, to Christ Draw Near CW 867

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the 4 Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ,
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the 4 Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray
from your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace
and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



Be seated
First Reading Exodus 3:1-15

The Lord reveals his presence to Moses as flames within a bush, fire that warms and gives light, yet does
not consume.

'Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and
he led the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.
2There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses
saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 3So Moses thought, “I will go
over and see this strange sight—why the bush does not burn up.”

4When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the
bush, “Moses! Moses!”

And Moses said, “Here I am.”

5“Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are
standing is holy ground.” ®Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he
was afraid to look at God.

7The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. | have heard
them crying out because of their slave drivers, and [ am concerned about their suffering.
8So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them
up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—
the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 9And
now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are
oppressing them. °So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the
Israelites out of Egypt.”

"But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites
out of Egypt?”

2And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have
sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this
mountain.”

BMoses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your
fathers has sent me to you,” and they ask me, ‘What is his name?” Then what shall I tell
them?”

4God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘1 AM
has sent me to you.””

15God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers—the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you.’

“This is my name forever,
the name you shall call me
from generation to generation.



The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
85A LORD, in Your Mercy, Hear My Prayer Psalm 85A
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 10:1-13

God revealed his presence among the nation of Israel. Instead of his presence leading to repentant faith, the
people of Israel, with a sense of false security, set their hearts on evil.

'For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors
were all under the cloud and that they all passed through the sea. *They were all baptized
into Moses in the cloud and in the sea. 3They all ate the same spiritual food 4and drank
the same spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them,
and that rock was Christ. 5Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them; their
bodies were scattered in the wilderness.

5Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts on evil
things as they did. 7Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written: “The
people sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in revelry.” 8We should not
commit sexual immorality, as some of them did—and in one day twenty-three thousand
of them died. 9We should not test Christ, as some of them did—and were killed by
snakes. ’And do not grumble, as some of them did—and were killed by the destroying
angel.

"These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for
us, on whom the culmination of the ages has come. 2So, if you think you are standing
firm, be careful that you don’t fall! 3No temptation has overtaken you except what is
common to mankind. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what
you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can
endure it.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish,
but everyone to come to repentance.

Refrain

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708875

Gospel Luke 13:1-9

A life with no problems can lead to false security. We are tempted to think those experiencing hardship are the
ones who need to repent. Jesus reminds us that we all need to repent, regardless of life's circumstances.

'Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose
blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. ?Jesus answered, “Do you think that these
Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this way?
3] tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish. 4Or those eighteen who died
when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more guilty than all the
others living in Jerusalem? 5I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.”

5Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing in his vineyard, and he went
to look for fruit on it but did not find any. 7So he said to the man who took care of the
vineyard, ‘For three years now I've been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and
haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?’

8¢‘Sir,” the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I'll dig around it and

»»

fertilize it. °If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated
712 Delay Not! Delay Not CW 712
Sermon Luke 13:1-13
Heed Jesus’ Call to Repentance
[. It is absolutely necessary
II. There is still time
Stand



Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated

Prayer of the Church



Offering

The Sacrament

Stand

Preface CW 165

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
brought the gift of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross so that the
devil, who overcame us by a tree, would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all
the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious
song:
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

CW167

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be
our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all
things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy
Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on

the cross and released from eternal death all who believe in you.

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us
together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and
strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we
glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my - body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;
this is my - blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
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O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169
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Be seated
Distribution
Stand

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray
that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and - give you peace.
Amen.

404 Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing CW 404
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THE WEEK AHEAD
MONDAY 6:30 pm Catechism
WEDNESDAY | 10:15 am Bible Class
6:30 pm Mid-week Lent Worship

7:00 pm Bible Class

SUNDAY 8:00 am Worship

9:15 am -10:15am Bible Class & Sunday School
10:30 am Worship

CHANCEL FLOWERS

Frank and Lori Penha provided the chancel flowers today in honor of their
son’s birthday! We join them in wishing Jay a happy birthday. We pray that
they, along with all of us, will never forget that Jesus Christ has made life
truly worth living. He gives us reasons each day to thank him for his grace
and goodness to us! God bless you, Jay!

EASTER LILIES!

You may sign up for your own Easter Lilly plant on the bulletin board. The cost
for the Lilies this year will be approximately $8.50 each. Those who sign up
and purchase the plants may take them home following the Easter Sunday
worship service.

EASTER BREAKFAST

| There is a sign-up sheet regarding Easter Sunday Breakfast on the
bulletin board across from Pastor’s office.

Operating Offerings Attendance Mortgage Progress
3/9 & 3/13/22 $ 7,497.00 8:00 am 19 3/9 & 3/13/22 $ 2,232.00
Month to Date  $  14,299.00 10:30 am 25 Month to Date $ 3,185.00
YTD $  43,512.00 Total 44 YTD $ 9,926.00

0 .

Budget YTD $  41,581.00 %6 of total membership Budget YTD $ 7,168.00
2021 YTD $  42,104.00 3/9/22 21 2021 YTD $ 7,500.00
Weekly needs March Operating Offering $ 3,845.00
Monthly Mortgage Payment $ 2,867.00
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