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WELCOME! 
 

Welcome to Prince of Peace Lutheran Church. We pray that the time spent here in God’s 
house helps you to appreciate how dearly God loves you! May God bless our worship today! 
If you are visiting with us for the first time, please take a moment to fill out one of the 
information cards found in the pews next to the hymnals. You can either place the 
completed card in the offering plate or give it to the usher when being ushered out at the 
end of the service.  We look forward to getting to know you better in order to serve you 
fully with God's word! 
 
 

THEME FOR TODAY 
 

 

On Christmas Eve a choir of angels sang, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on 
earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” So, where is this peace on earth? Between 
nations? There are always wars going on somewhere. In our country? Disagreements have 
only grown more contentious. We might not even have perfect peace in our homes! So, 
what were the angels singing about? They were singing about peace between a holy God 
who hates sin and human beings who sin every day. Because of what Christ did as our 
Savior, there is no hostility between us and God, only peace and love. We have the peace 
of salvation in our hearts. As we draw near the end of life, like elderly Simeon or Anna, we 
have the peace of knowing of the glorious eternal life that is to come. As this peace with 
God fills our hearts, it moves us to live in peace with each other too. 
  

about:blank
about:blank
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356 God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen CW 356 

 

Remain seated 

 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession 

Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded Baptism when he said, “All authority in heaven and 

on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 

to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very 

end of the age.” 

  

All of us are born into this world with a deep need for Baptism. From our parents we 

inherit a sinful nature; we are without true fear of God and true faith in God and are 

condemned to eternal death. But while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. He took 

away our sin by giving his life on the cross. In Baptism, he clothes us with the robe of his 

righteousness and gives us a new life. We recall what Baptism means for our daily lives: 

  

Baptism means that the sinful nature in us  

    should be drowned by daily sorrow and repentance,  

    and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to death.  

It also means that a new person should daily arise  

    to live before God in righteousness and purity forever. 

  

As baptized children of God, we confess our sins: 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
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God saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit and united us 

to the death and resurrection of Jesus. Every day God forgives your sins, removes your 

guilt, and strengthens you to defeat Satan’s power. His promise is for you and your 

children, and he will never forsake you. Your sins are forgiven. You are clothed with 

Christ. You are at peace with God now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
The Rite of Baptism continues at the font. 

 

Sacrament of Baptism 

 
For the baptism of children 

 

The Gospel according to St. Mark: 

  

People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them, but the 

disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the 

little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to 

such as these. Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a 

little child will never enter it.” And he took the children in his arms, placed his hands on 

them and blessed them. 

 

[Name], I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

  

Receive the sign of the cross on the head and heart  to mark you as one redeemed by 

Christ the crucified. 

  

The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has given you the new birth of 

water and the Spirit and has forgiven all your sins. May he strengthen you with his grace 

all the days of your life. Peace be with you. 

 

Let us pray. 

  

We give thanks, most merciful Father, that you have received these children as your own 

children and made them members of Christ’s body, the church. Now, we pray, grant to 

them and to all your church on earth that, being dead to sin, we may live to righteousness 

and, being buried with Christ into his death, we may also share in his resurrection, so 

that, with all your saints, we may inherit eternal life; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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The Word 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Almighty God, in mercy you sent your one and only Son to take upon himself our human 

nature. By his gracious coming, deliver us from the corruption of our sin, and transform 

us into the likeness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

First Reading 1 Kings 8:6–13 
 

King Solomon dedicates the temple, a place where the glory of the LORD would be revealed as the peace of salvation 
was proclaimed. 
 

 6The priests then brought the ark of the LORD’s covenant to its place in the inner 

sanctuary of the temple, the Most Holy Place, and put it beneath the wings of the 

cherubim. 7The cherubim spread their wings over the place of the ark and overshadowed 

the ark and its carrying poles. 8These poles were so long that their ends could be seen 

from the Holy Place in front of the inner sanctuary, but not from outside the Holy Place; 

and they are still there today. 9There was nothing in the ark except the two stone tablets 

that Moses had placed in it at Horeb, where the LORD made a covenant with the Israelites 

after they came out of Egypt. 

 10When the priests withdrew from the Holy Place, the cloud filled the temple of the 

LORD. 11And the priests could not perform their service because of the cloud, for the glory 

of the LORD filled his temple. 

 12Then Solomon said, “The LORD has said that he would dwell in a dark cloud; 13I have 

indeed built a magnificent temple for you, a place for you to dwell forever.” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

111A LORD, I Must Praise You Psalm 111A 
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Second Reading Colossians 3:12–17 
 

As the peace of Christ rules our hearts, we are moved to live in peace. 
 

 12Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13Bear with each other and 

forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord 

forgave you. 14And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in 

perfect unity. 

 15Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were 

called to peace. And be thankful. 16Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as 

you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs 

from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17And whatever you do, 

whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 

Father through him. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation Luke 2:30,31 

 
  

For my eyes have seen your salvation,  

which you have prepared in the sight of all nations. 

  

Refrain 

Tune: © 2002, 2021 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708875 
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Gospel Luke 2:22–40 
 

God allows elderly Simeon and Anna to see their Savior with their own eyes. This fills them with peace. 
 

 22When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of Moses, Joseph 

and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of 

the Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord”), 24and to offer a sacrifice 

in keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young 

pigeons.” 

 25Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He 

was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26It had been 

revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s 

Messiah. 27Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents 

brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, 28Simeon 

took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 

29“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, 

 you may now dismiss your servant in peace. 
30For my eyes have seen your salvation, 

 31which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: 
32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

 and the glory of your people Israel.” 

 33The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 34Then Simeon 

blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and 

rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35so that the thoughts 

of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 

 36There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was 

very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37and then was a 

widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, 

fasting and praying. 38Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God 

and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of 

Jerusalem. 

 39When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they 

returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. 40And the child grew and became 

strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was on him. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

 
Be seated 
 
 

355 Let All Together Praise Our God      CW 355 
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Sermon                                 Dismiss Us In Peace Luke 2:22–40 

 

Stand 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 
Be seated 
 
 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 
 

Offering 
 
 

362 Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising      CW 362 sts. 1–2, 5–6 
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Prayer 
 

We thank you, Father, for allowing us to worship in your house today! We have heard the 

promises of your love in the gospel. We have praised you, confessed you, and prayed for 

your blessings. We have been strengthened by the witness and worship of others. Keep 

our faith strong as we live out the tasks of life, take away doubts and fears, and give us 

courage to share the good news of your Son wherever we go and however we can.  

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Be seated 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

951 Lord, Now You Let Your Servant CW 951 
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THE WEEK AHEAD            

WEDNESDAY    10:15  am   Bible Class 
   6:00  pm   Bible Class 

FRIDAY    8:00  am   Men’s Breakfast Bible Study @Cracker Barrel 

SATURDAY   10:00  am   Women’s Bible Study 

SUNDAY     9:15  am   Bible Class 
  10:30  am   Worship w/Lord’s Supper 

 
 

CHANCEL FLOWERS   
 

Olinda Lane has purchased the flowers for the chancel area today in 
loving memory of her husband Dwayne. We long for that day when God’s 
Church will be united in heaven’s glory to praise our God together for all 
the blessings we enjoy for Jesus’ sake. We join Olinda in giving thanks to 
God for the blessings of family, while we enjoy their companionship here, 
confident always of a blessed reunion in heaven for the sake of Jesus, our 
Savior.  
 

 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 

The new year is right around the corner. That means it’s almost 
time again for monthly women’s Bible Study. Saturday, January 6, 
10:00 AM - Ruth, A Love Story - All women of confirmation age and 
older are invited AND bring a friend! 
 

 
 
 
OPEN FORUM   
 

There will be a congregational open forum after the worship service on January 21st 
to discuss the current state and future of Prince of Peace Preschool. 

 
 
 

Operating Offerings     Attendance             Mortgage Progress 

12/20 - 12/25/23  $        5,135.00 
 

   12/20 - 12/25/23 $         815.00 
 

Month to Date 
 

YTD 

 

$      16,681.00 
 

$    191,105.00 

   12/20/23 
 
   12/24/23 

17 
 
76 

 

Month to Date 
 

YTD 

 

$     3,860.00 
 

$   42,825.00 

Budget YTD $  198,845.00    12/25/23 32 Budget YTD $   33,832.00 

2022 YTD $   172,219.00            2022 YTD $   41,597.00 
 

Weekly needs December Operating Offering                              $     3,987.00 
Monthly Mortgage Payment                                                   $     2,867.00 

 


