
Prince of Peace  
Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

 

 
 

A Church That’s Quick to Forgive 
 

16th Sunday after Pentecost  September 17, 2023 



2 

 

“Learning and sharing the gospel of Christ the Prince of Peace.” 
Prince of Peace                princeofpeacemartinez.com 
Evangelical Lutheran Church          facebook.com/princeofpeacemartinez 
3703 River Watch Pkwy        instagram.com/princeofpeace_martinez 
Martinez, GA 30907 
 

Pastor Jonathan Neumann                Preschool Director: Jeanne Thomas 
706-860-1600 (Church Office)                    706-860-1655 (Preschool) 
719-367-1636 (Cell)            princeofpeacepreschoolga@gmail.com 
pastorjonathanneumann@gmail.com 

 
 

 

WELCOME! 
 

Welcome to Prince of Peace Lutheran Church. We pray that the time spent here in God’s 
house helps you to appreciate how dearly God loves you! May God bless our worship today! 
If you are visiting with us for the first time, please take a moment to fill out one of the 
information cards found in the pews next to the hymnals. We look forward to getting to 
know you better in order to serve you fully with God's word! 
 

THEME FOR TODAY 
 

Church and religion often come across as being about righteousness. Church seems like a 
place where people go who like to live a certain kind of way. The practice of a church seems 
to always hinge on doing the right thing. Being Christian turns into turning your life 
around; always improving, always doing better, climbing further up the ladder. In his word, 
God presents a different picture of his church. His church is a gathering of forgiven sinners 
practicing forgiveness. The humbling reality is that this practice of forgiveness is better 
pictured as a constant stumbling and getting back up, rather than an upward hill-climb. 
Humbling—because it lowers our perspective of ourselves, but empowering—because it 
points us back to the ultimate lesson of forgiveness: God’s treatment of us. 
 

THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

Scripture teaches us that in the Lord’s Supper:  
- The body and blood of Christ are really present with the bread and the wine. 

(Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 11:27)  
- Jesus gives true forgiveness, not just a symbol, to each recipient. (Matthew 26:28)  
- We are united as one body of believers because we all partake the one body and 

blood of Christ. “Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a 
participation in the blood of Christ? And is not the bread that we break a 
participation in the body of Christ? Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are 
one body, for we all share the one loaf. (1 Corinthians 10:16-17) 

 

For these reasons we ask that, if you are not a part of a WELS (Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod) or ELS (Evangelical Lutheran Synod) church that publicly confesses to 
believe these same scriptural truths, you speak with our pastor before you take the 
Sacrament. We do not wish to judge your faith, but want to make sure that we are in 
agreement before publicly declaring that we share a common faith. 
 

We are careful about the way we celebrate the Lord’s Supper because we want to humbly 
accept this gift the way God intended.  

about:blank
about:blank
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776 With the Lord Begin Your Task CW 776 

 

Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession CW 154 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 

Glory Be to God on High CW 157 
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The Word 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Lord God, heavenly Father, you graciously forgive us all our sins and abundantly provide 

for all our needs of body and soul. Give us confidence in your mercy, and teach us also to 

be merciful to our neighbor, that we willingly forgive all people, and judging only 

ourselves, lead blessed lives to your glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
Be seated 
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First Reading                Genesis 50:15–21 
 

Joseph’s brothers had treated him badly but Joseph was quick to forgive them. 
 

 15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph 

holds a grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?” 16So they 

sent word to Joseph, saying, “Your father left these instructions before he died: 17‘This is 

what you are to say to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs 

they committed in treating you so badly.’ Now please forgive the sins of the servants of 

the God of your father.” When their message came to him, Joseph wept. 

 18His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. “We are your slaves,” 

they said. 

 19But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 20You intended to 

harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving 

of many lives. 21So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your children.” And he 

reassured them and spoke kindly to them. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

103A The LORD Is Kind and Merciful Psalm 103A 

 

Second Reading          Ephesians 4:29—5:2 

 

The church of God puts kindness, compassion, and forgiveness on display in action. 
 

 29Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful 

for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 
30And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of 

redemption. 31Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with 

every form of malice. 32Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, 

just as in Christ God forgave you. 

 1Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children 2and walk in the way of love, 

just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to 

God. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 
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Gospel Acclamation Colossians 3:13 

 
  

Bear with each other and forgive one another.  

Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 
  

Refrain 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708875 

Gospel               Matthew 18:21–35 
 

Through a parable Jesus teaches that the ability to forgive others comes when the Spirit enables us to understand 
how much God has forgiven us. 
 

 21Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother 

or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?” 

 22Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 

 23“Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with 

his servants. 24As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of 

gold was brought to him. 25Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and 

his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. 

 26“At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and 

I will pay back everything.’ 27The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and 

let him go. 

 28“But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a 

hundred silver coins. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe 

me!’ he demanded. 

 29“His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will 

pay it back.’ 

 30“But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he 

could pay the debt. 31When the other servants saw what had happened, they were 

outraged and went and told their master everything that had happened. 

 32“Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all 

that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your 

fellow servant just as I had on you?’ 34In anger his master handed him over to the jailers to 

be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. 

 35“This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother 

or sister from your heart.” 
  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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Be seated 

 

733 Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive CW 733 

Sermon                             Be A Forgiven Forgiver Matthew 18:21–35 

 
Stand 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Be seated 

Prayer of the Church 

 

Offering 

 

The Sacrament 
Please be sure to see the note on page 2 of this bulletin regarding our communion practice according to 
God's Word. 

 

Stand 

 

Preface CW 165 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to 

shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth 

and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be 

our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all 

things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy 

Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on 

the cross and released from eternal death all who believe in you. 

  

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 

together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 

strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we 

glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 
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O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Be seated 

 

Distribution 

Distribution Hymn 

659 Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior CW 659 

 
Stand 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray 

that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

726 Love in Christ Is Strong and Living CW 726 
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THE WEEK AHEAD            
WEDNESDAY  10:15  am   Bible Class 

 6:00  pm   Bible Class 

THURSDAY  5:00  pm   Elders Meeting 
 6:00  pm   Council Meeting 

SUNDAY   9:15  am   Bible Class & Sunday School 
10:30  am   Worship 

 

 

 
CHANCEL FLOWERS   
 

Olinda Wood purchased the flowers for the chancel today for the 
occasion of her birthday! It is good for us to take time to offer our Lord 
our thanks and praise for the blessings we enjoy in our daily lives because 
of his incomparable kindness to us. Happy birthday Olinda! 
 
 

BUNCO 
 

Please join us for Bunco on Friday, September 29th, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
fellowship hall.  Come one, come all for a night of fun and fellowship—
no experience required! A sign-up sheet  is on the bulletin board across 
from Pastor’s office. 

 
 

WORK DAY 
 

Mark your calendar for Saturday September 30th 
(morning).  More details to follow. There will be plenty to 
do. Many hands make light work!  
 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 

Beginning Saturday, October 7th, the Prince of Peace Women’s Bible Study group will 
meet at 10:00 AM in the Prince of Peace Fellowship Hall. All women are invited and 
warmly welcomed to attend! If you weren’t able to come last year, please consider 
attending this year. There is much we as Christian women can learn from God’s Word 
and a special joy we can share when doing so together! There are no materials to 
purchase. 
 

The study of several women of the Bible and names of Jesus will be our dual focus for 

2023-2024. We will alternate between the two themes, starting in October with a look at 

Eve, the mother of all mankind, followed in November with the study of Jesus, Our 
Righteousness. 
 

Saturday, October 7th, 2023, at 10:00 AM Come join your sisters in Christ as we learn 

more about Eve, how God showed his grace to her, and discuss how God’s grace to Eve 

flows into our lives as Christian women living in the 21st Century. BRING A FRIEND! 


