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WELCOME! 
 

Welcome to Prince of Peace Lutheran Church. We pray that the time spent here in God’s 
house helps you to appreciate how dearly God loves you! He invested the life blood of his 
one and only Son into your salvation and offers the blessings of that sacrifice to us through 
Word and Sacrament! May God bless our worship today! 

 
 

THEME FOR TODAY 
 

Kindness can be hard to come by in this world. Even when one person shows kindness it 
can be met with anger and resentment. It’s enough to make a person give up. Look at 
today’s gospel reading and you’ll see how even God’s kindness was met with displeasure. 
God sent his Son to the earth, a fact announced with the message “peace and goodwill to 
men,” yet Herod wanted to violently rid the earth of God’s gift and didn’t care about 
harming anyone else in the process. However, God was not deterred in in his kindness. Just 
as he had always done, God showed his kindness to his people by saving them.  
 
 

LORD’S SUPPER 
 

Scripture teaches us that in the Lord’s Supper:  
- The body and blood of Christ are really present with the bread and the wine. 

(Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 11:27)  
- Jesus gives true forgiveness, not just a symbol, to each recipient. (Matthew 26:28)  
- We are united as one body of believers because we all partake the one body and 

blood of Christ. “Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a 
participation in the blood of Christ? And is not the bread that we break a 
participation in the body of Christ? Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are 
one body, for we all share the one loaf. (1 Corinthians 10:16-17) 

 

For these reasons we ask that, if you are not a part of a WELS (Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod) or ELS (Evangelical Lutheran Synod) church that publicly confesses to 
believe these same scriptural truths, you speak with our pastor before you take the 
Sacrament. We do not wish to judge your faith, but want to make sure that we are in 
agreement before publicly declaring that we share a common faith. 
 

We are careful about the way we celebrate the Lord’s Supper because we want to humbly 
accept this gift the way God intended.  
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350 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing CW 350 

 

Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Confession CW 154 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 

Glory Be to God CW 157 
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The Word 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Almighty God, the martyred innocents of Bethlehem showed forth your praise not by 

speaking but by dying. Put to death in us all that is in conflict with your will that our lives 

may bear witness to the faith we profess with our lips; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
Be seated 

 

First Reading Isaiah 63:7–9 

Isaiah extols the kindness of the LORD by reminding God’s people of all that he has done for us.  

7I will tell of the kindnesses of the LORD, 

 the deeds for which he is to be praised, 

 according to all the LORD has done for us— 

yes, the many good things 

 he has done for Israel, 

 according to his compassion and many kindnesses. 
8He said, “Surely they are my people, 

 children who will be true to me”; 

 and so he became their Savior. 
9In all their distress he too was distressed, 

 and the angel of his presence saved them. 

In his love and mercy he redeemed them; 

 he lifted them up and carried them 

 all the days of old. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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2A You Are My Son Psalm 2A 

Second Reading Galatians 4:4–7 

God’s care for his people meant preparing the world for the coming of Christ. 

 4But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under 

the law, 5to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. 
6Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who 

calls out, “Abba, Father.” 7So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are 

his child, God has made you also an heir. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation Psalm 98:1 

 
  

Sing to the LORD a new song;  

his right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 

  

Refrain 

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708875 

Gospel Matthew 2:13–23 

The malice of Herod would not rob the world of the peace God intended to bring through his Son. The words of the 
prophet Hosea mentioned here in Matthew found their fulfillment at Jesus return from Egypt—Jesus was Israel 
reduced to one. God cared for his people by having his Son serve as their substitute. 

 13When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he 

said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for 

Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.” 

 14So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, 
15where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said 

through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 
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 16When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he 

gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and 

under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi. 17Then what was said 

through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 

18“A voice is heard in Ramah, 

 weeping and great mourning, 

Rachel weeping for her children 

 and refusing to be comforted, 

 because they are no more.” 

 19After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 20and 

said, “Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who 

were trying to take the child’s life are dead.” 

 21So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22But when 

he heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid 

to go there. Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the district of Galilee, 23and 

he went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said through the 

prophets, that he would be called a Nazarene. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
Be seated 

 

342 O Jesus Christ, Your Manger Is CW 342 

 

Sermon                          Kindness: All the LORD has done for us Isaiah 63:7–9 

 

Stand 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Offering 
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The Sacrament 
Stand 

 

Preface CW 165 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, by whose 

wonderful and mysterious birth you have opened our eyes to the glory of your grace and 

renewed in our hearts the fervor of your love. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and 

hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending your 

Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has ransomed 

us from sin, death, and the devil’s power. 

  

    By his incarnation, he became one with us. 

    By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 

    By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 

    By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 

  

Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with 

repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve 

us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in glory 

everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Be seated 
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Distribution 

 

Stand 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray 

that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

332 Let Us All with Gladsome Voice CW 332 
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THE WEEK AHEAD            

WEDNESDAY   10:15  am   Bible Class 
  6:00  pm.  Bible Class 

FRIDAY   8:00  am   Men’s Breakfast Bible Study @Cracker Barrel 

SUNDAY    9:15  am   Bible Class & Sunday School 
 10:30  am   Worship  

 
CHANCEL FLOWERS   
 

Karen Thomasson purchased the flowers for today in celebration of the beginning of the New Year. 
We thank God for another year of grace and ask him to continue to bless us in the new year. We 
know that God’s mercies are new every morning and he does not change though many things in 
life may change. May God remain our fortress and refuge through the coming days. 
 
THANK YOU 
 

Thank you, members of Prince of Peace, for all of your Christmas gifts and cards! Echoing the 
Apostle Paul in Colossians 1, I thank God for you because of your faith and the love that you have 
for all of God’s people that you make evident in your lives! It is a humbling experience to see first-
hand the love of God working through his people like this. It is a privilege to serve you as your 
pastor and I feel very blessed to serve among you. God bless all of you in this new year as we 
continue to live in His grace! Pastor Neumann 

 
THANK YOU 
 

"I always thank my God as I remember you in my prayers, because I hear about your faith in the 
Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints." Philemon : 4-5.  
I am so thankful to share in the love that overflows from the members of Prince of Peace! Not only 
do I "hear" about your faith, but I see it reflected in the prayers, donated time, and generous gifts 
that are showered on me and the preschool children and families throughout the year. I am truly 
blessed to be able to share God’s love with His precious children while being surrounded and 
supported by all of you!  Jeanne  
 
POINSETTIAS 
 

If you purchased a poinsettia please be sure to take it home with you or find someone to give it to 
so that they do not wither and waste away in the narthex. 

 
Operating Offerings           Attendance                        Mortgage Progress 

12/24& 12/25/22 $    4,596.00    12/24 & 12/25/22   $         360.00    

Month to Date 
YTD 

$   18,309.50 
$   181,217.00     

   Christmas 
         Day 

  

     22 
     

Month to Date 
YTD 

  $      3,722.00    
  $    43,426.00      

Budget YTD $ 202,832.00     
  

 
Budget YTD   $    34,405.00         

2021 YTD $  186,413.00      
Christmas 

Eve 
77 2021 YTD   $    40,324.00     

 

Weekly needs December Operating Offering             $     4,114.00 
Monthly Mortgage Payment                                                     $     2,867.00 
 


