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WELCOME!
Welcome to Prince of Peace Lutheran Church. We pray that the time spent here in God’s
house helps you to appreciate how dearly God loves you! He invested the life blood of
his one and only Son into your salvation and offers the blessings of that sacrifice to us
through Word and Sacrament! May God bless our worship today!

THEME FOR TODAY
The Lord told Moses, "No one may see me and live." If sinners cannot even bear to look
upon the glory of God, then they certainly could not hope to live with God in the glory of
heaven. So, on that first Christmas, God chose to hide his glory under flesh. What child
is this? It is God and man in one person, exactly what the human race needed to deliver
it from its enemies of sin, death, and Satan.

WORSHIP SERIES
A baby is born every twelve seconds. That's 140 million babies born each year. Yet,
there is something that sets this child apart from all others. It is not simply his humble
beginnings, with a cattle trough as his first cradle. It is not just the miraculous nature of
his birth, his mother being a virgin. There is so much more. This child is the only hope
we have for peace and a future. This child can wipe away every tear, drive away every
fear. Here is the truth of Christmas. With this child, you lack nothing. Without him, you
have nothing. Let us use this season of Christmas to answer this most important
question: WHAT CHILD IS THIS?"

WHAT CHILD IS THIS?
Christmas Eve, December 24th
Christmas Day, December 25th
Sunday, December 26th
Sunday, January 2nd

—
—
—
—
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A Savior
God in the Flesh
Our Substitute and Sacrifice
The One Who Sets His People Free

ORDER OF SERVICE
HYMN 55

Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful

STAND

[M]:

In the name of the Father and of the Son () and of the Holy Spirit.

[C]:

Amen.
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CONFESSION OF SINS
[M]:

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to
God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

[C]:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil
and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now
and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior
Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

[M]:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to
be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and
by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son () and of the Holy Spirit.

[C]:

Amen.

Hymn 49

Rejoice, Rejoice This Happy Morn
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
[M]:

The Lord be with you.

[C]:

And also with you.

[M]:

Let us pray.
Almighty God, grant that the birth of your one and only Son in the flesh may set
us free from our old bondage under the yoke of sin; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

[C]:

Amen.

BE SEATED

THE WORD
FIRST READING

Exodus 33:18-23; 34:5-7

To reveal himself to us, God hid himself in human flesh. To reveal himself to Moses, God hid Moses within
the cleft of a mountain.
18 Then

Moses said, “Now show me your glory.”
the LORD said, “I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you, and I will
proclaim my name, the LORD, in your presence. I will have mercy on whom I will have
mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. 20 But,” he said,
“you cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live.”
21 Then the LORD said, “There is a place near me where you may stand on a rock.
22 When my glory passes by, I will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my
hand until I have passed by. 23 Then I will remove my hand and you will see my back;
but my face must not be seen.”
19 And

5 Then

the LORD came down in the cloud and stood there with him and proclaimed
his name, the LORD. 6 And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The LORD, the
LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and
faithfulness, 7 maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and
sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children and their
children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation.”
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PSALM OF THE DAY

Psalm 98

A psalm.
1 Sing

to the LORD a new song,
for he has done marvelous things;
his right hand and his holy arm
have worked salvation for him.
2 The LORD has made his salvation known
and revealed his righteousness to the nations.
3 He has remembered his love
and his faithfulness to Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen
the salvation of our God.
4 Shout

for joy to the LORD, all the earth,
burst into jubilant song with music;
5 make music to the LORD with the harp,
with the harp and the sound of singing,
6 with trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn—
shout for joy before the LORD, the King.
7 Let

the sea resound, and everything in it,
the world, and all who live in it.
8 Let the rivers clap their hands,
let the mountains sing together for joy;
9 let them sing before the LORD,
for he comes to judge the earth.
He will judge the world in righteousness
and the peoples with equity.

SECOND READING

Romans 8:31-32

If the Father was willing to give us his only Son, clearly there is no good thing he would withhold from us.
31 What,

then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be
against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will
he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?

STAND
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GOSPEL

John 1:1-18

In Jesus the God whose glory is impossible to see is seen. The God who cannot be known is known.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him
nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all
mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness
to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself was
not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.
9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in
the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize
him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to
all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to
become children of God—13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human
decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.
14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his
glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and
truth.
15 (John testified concerning him. He cried out, saying, “This is the one I spoke
about when I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before
me.’ ”) 16 Out of his fullness we have all received grace in place of grace already given.
17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.
18 No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in
closest relationship with the Father, has made him known.

BE SEATED
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Of the Father’s Love Begotten

HYMN OF THE DAY 35
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SERMON

Exodus 33:18-23; 34:5-7
See God’s Glory on Christmas
I. Lying in the Manger
II. To Know His Grace

STAND

THE APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

OFFERING
During this on-going pandemic we have refrained from passing the offering plate. You may place your
offering into the plate on the table before or after the service. Online giving is also available on our website,
www.princeofpeacemartinez.com .
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HYMN 54

Where Shepherds Lately Knelt

PRAYER
[M]:

Precious Savior, we rejoice at your birth because we know that you came as the
Lamb of God to take away the sins of the world.

[C]:

We look beyond the manger to the cross, where your precious blood was
shed to wash away our sins forever, so that we might stand before God
spotless and blameless.

[M]:

Lord Jesus Christ, you are the light of all the earth. The message of salvation in
your name is meant to gladden every heart.

[C]:

Send out your light and your truth to nations everywhere, that every knee
may bow before you, and every heart worship you as true God incarnate,
who came to earth to save all people from their sins.
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[M]:

Encourage and equip witnesses who can take your gospel to people in places to
which we cannot go.

[C]:

Encourage and equip us to bring the gospel to those who are near to us,
beginning with our families and neighbors and all those we know who do
not know the truth about you. Give us courage and strength to shine as
your lights in this dark world.

[M]:

In the new year which lies ahead, keep your light of love and truth shining brightly
in our own hearts.

[C]:

Watch over us and keep us from temptation, so that we are not led astray
into paths of sin and unbelief which lead to destruction. Increase our
understanding of your Word and give us wisdom to apply it to our daily
lives.

[M]:

Fill us with confidence and joy as we await your return, dear Savior, provide for
our needs, and guide us in all that we do. Hear us Lord, also, as we bring to you
our private petitions.
Silent Prayer

[M]:

All of these requests we humbly lay at your feet, and pray the prayer you taught
us to pray:
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

[M]:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the
Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and () give you peace.

[C]:

Amen.

BE SEATED
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HYMN 40

O Jesus Christ, Your Manger Is

CHRISTMAS SUNDAYS
Our celebration of Christmas doesn’t end on Christmas Day! The two Sundays following
Christmas make up the Christmas season of the church year. Be sure to make plans to
hear even more about this great gift God has given us!
All Scripture readings from The New International Version. (2011). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.
Copyright & Podcast/Stream Permission for this service obtained from One License: # A-708875 and CCLI: 11457698 & CSPL174669
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