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WELCOME! 
 

Welcome to Prince of Peace Lutheran Church. We pray that the time spent here in God’s 
house helps you to appreciate how dearly God loves you! May God bless our worship today! 
If you are visiting with us for the first time, please take a moment to fill out one of the 
information cards found in the pews next to the hymnals. You can either place the 
completed card in the offering plate or give it to the usher when being ushered out at the 
end of the service.  We look forward to getting to know you better in order to serve you 
fully with God's word! 
 

THEME FOR TODAY 
 

We know that the cross was an instrument of torture and execution. It’s appropriate then, 
that the Scriptures use the term “cross” to refer to any suffering that one endures because 
he or she is believer: the painful denial of the desires of the flesh; ridicule and persecution 
from unbelievers; etc. Such suffering is one reason people reject religion. They see 
Christians struggling in life with these crosses, while non-Christians often seem perfectly 
happy. Even the prophet Jeremiah asked, “Why do all the faithless live at ease?” (12:1). 
Today, Jesus helps us rethink suffering under the cross. It is not pointless pain. Our crosses 
are not how we pay for sin. Jesus already did that on his cross. Our crosses are not 
redemptive, but they are constructive. Any suffering unbelievers face is only bad, a foretaste 
of worse to come. But the suffering believers face under the cross is only good, a way Christ 
connects us tightly to himself with fire-tested faith. 
 

  

about:blank
about:blank
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694 Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken CW 694 

 

Remain seated 

 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession 

Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded Baptism when he said, “All authority in heaven and 

on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 

to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very 

end of the age.” 

  

All of us are born into this world with a deep need for Baptism. From our parents we 

inherit a sinful nature; we are without true fear of God and true faith in God and are 

condemned to eternal death. But while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. He took 

away our sin by giving his life on the cross. In Baptism, he clothes us with the robe of his 

righteousness and gives us a new life. We recall what Baptism means for our daily lives: 

  

Baptism means that the sinful nature in us  

    should be drowned by daily sorrow and repentance,  

    and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to death.  

It also means that a new person should daily arise  

    to live before God in righteousness and purity forever. 

  

As baptized children of God, we confess our sins: 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
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God saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit and united us 

to the death and resurrection of Jesus. Every day God forgives your sins, removes your 

guilt, and strengthens you to defeat Satan’s power. His promise is for you and your 

children, and he will never forsake you. Your sins are forgiven. You are clothed with 

Christ. You are at peace with God now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
The Rite of Baptism continues at the font. 

 

Sacrament of Baptism 

 

 

The Gospel according to St. Mark: 

  

People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them, but the 

disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the 

little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to 

such as these. Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a 

little child will never enter it.” And he took the children in his arms, placed his hands on 

them and blessed them. 

 

[Name], I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

  

Receive the sign of the cross on the head and heart  to mark you as one redeemed by 

Christ the crucified. 

  

The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has given you the new birth of 

water and the Spirit and has forgiven all your sins. May he strengthen you with his grace 

all the days of your life. Peace be with you. 

 

Let us pray. 

  

We give thanks, most merciful Father, that you have received this child as your own child 

and made her a member of Christ’s body, the church. Now, we pray, grant to her and to 

all your church on earth that, being dead to sin, we may live to righteousness and, being 

buried with Christ into his death, we may also share in his resurrection, so that, with all 

your saints, we may inherit eternal life; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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The Word 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
  

Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard and keep us 

both outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may happen to the body and all evil 

thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Be seated 
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First Reading Job 1:13–22 
 

Job is given a heavy cross, but it does not crush his faith. Instead, God uses Job’s cross to move Job to worship and 
praise the LORD. 
 

 13One day when Job’s sons and daughters were feasting and drinking wine at the oldest 

brother’s house, 14a messenger came to Job and said, “The oxen were plowing and the 

donkeys were grazing nearby, 15and the Sabeans attacked and made off with them. They 

put the servants to the sword, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!” 

 16While he was still speaking, another messenger came and said, “The fire of God fell 

from the heavens and burned up the sheep and the servants, and I am the only one who 

has escaped to tell you!” 

 17While he was still speaking, another messenger came and said, “The Chaldeans 

formed three raiding parties and swept down on your camels and made off with them. 

They put the servants to the sword, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!” 

 18While he was still speaking, yet another messenger came and said, “Your sons and 

daughters were feasting and drinking wine at the oldest brother’s house, 19when suddenly 

a mighty wind swept in from the desert and struck the four corners of the house. It 

collapsed on them and they are dead, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!” 

 20At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head. Then he fell to the ground 

in worship 21and said: 

“Naked I came from my mother’s womb, 

 and naked I will depart. 

The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; 

 may the name of the LORD be praised.” 

 22In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing. 
  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

22A O Sacred Head, Now Wounded Psalm 22A 
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Second Reading Romans 5:1–11 
 

St. Paul teaches that God works through our suffering to shape our Christian character and to lead us to cling to 
Christ’s gracious promises. 
 

 1Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in 

which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. 3Not only so, but we 

also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 
4perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5And hope does not put us to shame, 

because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has 

been given to us. 

 6You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the 

ungodly. 7Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person 

someone might possibly dare to die. 8But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: 

While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

 9Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from 

God’s wrath through him! 10For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to 

him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be 

saved through his life! 11Not only is this so, but we also boast in God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation Mark 8:34 

 
  

Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves  

and take up their cross and follow me. 

  

Refrain 

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708875 
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Gospel Mark 8:31–38 
 

Jesus teaches of the absolute necessity of the cross, both his and ours. 
 

 31He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be 

rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be 

killed and after three days rise again. 32He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took him 

aside and began to rebuke him. 

 33But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. “Get behind me, 

Satan!” he said. “You do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human 

concerns.” 

 34Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “Whoever wants to 

be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For 

whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the 

gospel will save it. 36What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their 

soul? 37Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? 38If anyone is ashamed of me 

and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of 

them when he comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels.” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

817 Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart CW 817 

 

Sermon                              Praise God Under the Cross Job 1:13–22 

 
Stand 
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Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

  

Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to free us from sin and death by 

his obedient death on the cross. 

We confess that without your love we are lost. 

  

Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the gospel. By your Spirit, keep our 

eyes fixed on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith. 

Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter what the danger 

or the cost. 

  

Guard and guide those who carry a cross in the name of Christ and face ridicule and 

persecution for the sake of the kingdom: missionaries and chaplains, young people who 

stand up for what is right in the face of pressure to do what is wrong, and all who pay a 

high price for their faith and values as Christians. 

By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance. 
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Keep in your care those who carry heavy burdens in life: the sick and the chronically ill, 

the depressed and the lonely, those torn by conflict in personal relationships, and those 

victimized by war and injustice. Comfort all who face the terrors of life with a heavy 

heart. 

Grant them peace, O Lord, and in your mercy, be their guardian and friend, their 

comfort and hope. 

  

Watch over those who care for others: pastors and counselors; physicians and nurses; 

social workers and caring friends; all who feed the hungry, comfort the hurting, and stand 

beside the dying. 

Strengthen them in their work, O Lord, and do not let them become weary in 

doing good. 

  

Hear us as we pray in silence.  

  

Silent prayer 

  

Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Keep us faithful even to the 

point of death, that we may receive the crown of life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Offering 

 

844 What God Ordains Is Always Good CW 844 

 

Stand 

 

 

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear 

them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your 

holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

867 Afflicted Saint, to Christ Draw Near CW 867 
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THE WEEK AHEAD            
MONDAY     6:30  pm   Catechism 

WEDNESDAY     10:15  am   Bible Class 
    6:30  pm   Midweek Lenten Worship 
    7:00  pm   Bible Class 

FRIDAY     8:00  am   Men’s Breakfast Bible Study @ Cracker Barrel 

SATURDAY    10:00  am   Women’s Bible Study 

SUNDAY      9:15  am   Bible Class & Sunday School 
   10:30  am   Worship w/Lord’s Supper 
    11:30  am   Special Voters Meeting 

 

SPRING CARNIVAL, FISH FRY and SILENT AUCTION 
 

SAVE THE DATE!!  (Saturday, March 9, 2024)   
Sign-ups and more details on the bulletin board across from Pastor’s office. 
 

CHANCEL FLOWERS    
 

Joe and Chris Henry purchased the flowers for the chancel area today in honor of the 
birth of their granddaughter Naya Jones (daughter of Justine and Carlos Jones).  Living 
life as a child of God is to enjoy blessings beyond measure on a daily basis! May we all 
remember the precious gift of eternal life that is ours for Jesus’ sake and live each day 
to the fullest as God’s own people.   
 

BUNCO  
 

Please join us for Bunco Friday, March 1st, at 7:00 pm, in the fellowship hall.  
Come one, come all for a night of fun and fellowship—no experience required! A 
sign-up sheet  is on the bulletin board across from Pastor’s office. 
 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 

Saturday, March 2nd, 2024, at 10:00 AM come join your sisters in Christ as we 
learn more about one of the names used for Jesus.  This time we’re learning 
about the LAMB OF GOD. BRING A FRIEND! 
 
 

SPECIAL VOTERS MEETING 
 

A special voter’s meeting is scheduled for Sunday, March 3rd immediately following the church 
service.  The purpose of this meeting is to vote on the church council’s recommendation to appoint 
Dennis Fehrman to the Outreach Chairman position on the church council. 
 

Operating Offerings     Attendance             Mortgage Progress 

2/18/24 $      4,284.25            2/18/24 $       115.00  
 

Month to Date 
 

YTD 

$    10,310.25 
 

$    34,544.00 

 

    

    2/18/24 

  

 71 

Month to Date 
 

YTD 

$       345.00 
 

$    3,735.00 

Budget YTD $    27,038.00        Budget YTD $    5,017.00 

2023 YTD $    31,255.00            2023 YTD $    5,436.00 
 

Weekly needs February Operating Offering                              $   3,863.00 
Monthly Mortgage Payment                                                 $   2,867.00 

 


