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WELCOME! 
 

Welcome to Prince of Peace Lutheran Church. We pray that the time spent here in God’s 
house helps you to appreciate how dearly God loves you! May God bless our worship today! 
If you are visiting with us for the first time, please take a moment to fill out one of the 
information cards found in the pews next to the hymnals. We look forward to getting to 
know you better in order to serve you fully with God's word! 
 

THEME FOR TODAY 
 

Jesus asked, “Who do you say that I am?” Make no mistake. That is the most important 
question in the world. And it is a question every human must answer. A complimentary 
answer can still be dead wrong. Some in Jesus’ day thought he was John the Baptist or the 
prophet Elijah come back from the dead. Complimentary, but dead wrong. Today plenty of 
people believe Jesus existed. They believe he was a wise teacher or a role model for love. 
Complimentary, but dead wrong if missing the main point. Jesus is both Lord and Savior, 
the Messiah, the Son of the living God. This truth is the core of saving faith. It is the central 
message God has called our church to proclaim. What does God want in a church? He 
wants a church that really knows Jesus.  

about:blank
about:blank
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510 In Christ Alone CW 510 

Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

Glory Be to God on High CW 157 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Word 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 



5 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, grant us to know your Son, Jesus, to be 

the way, the truth, and the life that we may boldly confess him to be the Christ and 

steadfastly walk in the way that leads to life eternal; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
Be seated 

 

First Reading Exodus 34:5–9 

God proclaimed to Moses what he was like. Likewise, the Church’s job is to proclaim to the world who Christ is and 
what he is like.  

 5Then the LORD came down in the cloud and stood there with him and proclaimed his 

name, the LORD. 6And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The LORD, the LORD, the 

compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, 
7maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does 

not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children and their children for the sin of 

the parents to the third and fourth generation.” 

 8Moses bowed to the ground at once and worshiped. 9“Lord,” he said, “if I have found 

favor in your eyes, then let the Lord go with us. Although this is a stiff-necked people, 

forgive our wickedness and our sin, and take us as your inheritance.” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

138A Your Praises, God, I’m Bringing         Psalm 138A 
 

Second Reading Romans 10:5–13 

St. Paul teaches that those who know in their heart that Jesus is both Lord and Savior will be saved. They really 
know Jesus. 

 5Moses writes this about the righteousness that is by the law: “The person who does 

these things will live by them.” 6But the righteousness that is by faith says: “Do not say in 

your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7“or ‘Who will 

descend into the deep?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8But what does it 

say? “The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” that is, the message 

concerning faith that we proclaim: 9If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and 

believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For it is with 

your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess 
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your faith and are saved. 11As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him will never be 

put to shame.” 12For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is 

Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 13for, “Everyone who calls on the name of 

the Lord will be saved.” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

Gospel Acclamation John 6:68 

 
  

Lord, to whom shall we go?  

You have the words of eternal life. 

  

Refrain 

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708875 

Gospel Matthew 16:13–20 

The truth upon which God builds his Church is this: Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of the living God. 

 13When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 

people say the Son of Man is?” 

 14They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah 

or one of the prophets.” 

 15“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 

 16Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 

 17Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by 

flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you that you are Peter, and on 

this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19I will give 

you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 

heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20Then he ordered his 

disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
Be seated 
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563 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less CW 563 

Sermon                                Jesus, As Revealed by God Matthew 16:13–20 

Stand 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Be seated 

Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

  

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your 

Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy 

Spirit and his working through the means of grace. 

Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 

  



8 

 

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow 

and love toward all may increase. 

Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 

  

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in 

lives of faith. 

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks 

of life. 

  

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and 

judge our laws. 

Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 

  

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and 

science, the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is 

difficult or dangerous. 

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 

  

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity, [especially . . . here name the 

person and the cause of the petition]. Remember those who suffer persecution for the 

faith. Have mercy on those for whom death draws near. 

Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 

  

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest 

from their labors, [especially . . . here name the person]. Console those who are mourning 

or living with sadness. 

Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 

  

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 

Amen. 

 

Offering 

 

534 Hail, O Once-Despised Jesus CW 534 

Stand 
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How can I thank you, Father, for allowing me to worship in your house today! I have 

heard the promises of your love in the gospel. I have praised you, confessed you, and 

prayed for your blessings. I have been strengthened by the witness and worship of others. 

Keep my faith strong as I live out the tasks of my life, take away my doubts and fears, and 

give me courage to share the good news of your Son wherever I go and however I can. 

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 
Be seated 

519 There Is a Redeemer CW 519 

Acknowledgments 

Setting Four from Christian Worship 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright 

© 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. 

  



10 

 

 

THE WEEK AHEAD            

WEDNESDAY   10:15 am   Bible Class 
  6:00 pm   Bible Class 

FRIDAY   8:00 am   Men’s Breakfast Bible Study @Cracker Barrel 

SUNDAY   9:15  am   Bible Class 
10:30  am   Worship w/Lord’s Supper 

 
 
 
 
 

CHANCEL FLOWERS   
Karen Thomasson has provided the flowers for the 
chancel area today. Each day God showers blessings on 
us more wonderful than we have any right to demand 
or expect. Each day we are mindful that God provides 
us with everything that we need for our daily life. But 
we often take for granted that God provides us with 
more spiritual blessings than we can begin to count: 
forgiveness of sins, answered prayers, purposeful living, godly goals and so much more! 
Thank you, Karen, for reminding us to always live with gratitude in our hearts to God! 

 
 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL  

Mark your calendars! Sunday school will return on Sunday, September 10th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Operating Offerings           Attendance             Mortgage Progress 

8/20/23 $      2,042.00            8/20/23  $          330.00  

Month to Date 
 

YTD 

$     12,821.00 
 

$  129,812.00 

 
   8/20/23 

  
 60 

Month to Date 
 

YTD 

 $          945.00 
 

 $    26,320.00 

Budget YTD $  127,975.00   Budget YTD  $    22,220.00 

2022 YTD $  117,664.00            2022 YTD  $    29,156.00 
 

Weekly needs August Operating Offering                    $     3,830.00 
Monthly Mortgage Payment                                                  $     2,867.00 

 


