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WELCOME! 
 

Welcome to Prince of Peace Lutheran Church. We pray that the time spent here in God’s 
house helps you to appreciate how dearly God loves you! He invested the life blood of 
his one and only Son into your salvation and offers the blessings of that sacrifice to us 
through Word and Sacrament! May God bless our worship today! 

 
 

THEME FOR TODAY 
 

The ability to appreciate Christmas is directly proportional to the understanding of whom 
Christmas is for. Christmas is only for those who are held captive by sin and death. 
Christmas is for people who have no power of their own to free themselves from those 
enemies. Christmas is for people who patiently wait for God to set them free. God's 
Christmas gift is for slaves, but it does not leave them that way. Jesus takes those born 
in slavery and turns them into sons and daughters of God. He makes us heirs of a 
glorious, eternal inheritance. He sets us free from a forced servitude to our enemies and 
replaces it with joyful service to our loving Father. 
 

WORSHIP SERIES 
 

A baby is born every twelve seconds. That's 140 million babies born each year. Yet, 
there is something that sets this child apart from all others. It is not simply his humble 
beginnings, with a cattle trough as his first cradle. It is not just the miraculous nature of 
his birth, his mother being a virgin. There is so much more. This child is the only hope 
we have for peace and a future. This child can wipe away every tear, drive away every 
fear. Here is the truth of Christmas. With this child, you lack nothing. Without him, you 
have nothing. Let us use this season of Christmas to answer this most important 
question: WHAT CHILD IS THIS?" 
 

WHAT CHILD IS THIS? 
 

 Christmas Eve, December 24th  — A Savior 
 Christmas Day, December 25th — God in the Flesh  
 Sunday, December 26th   — Our Substitute and Sacrifice 

Sunday, January 2nd   — The One Who Sets His People Free 
 

PRINCE OF PEACE PRESCHOOL 
 

Keep the preschool in your prayers as they resume this week. May God bless us in this 

New Year as we finish out the second half of the school year! 

http://www.princeofpeacemartinez.com/
http://www.facebook.com/princeofpeacemartinez
http://www.instagram.com/princeofpeace_martinez
mailto:princeofpeacepreschoolga@gmail.com
mailto:pastorjonathanneumann@gmail.com
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

HYMN 42             Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising 

 

 
 

 
STAND 

 
[M]: In the name of the Father and of the Son () and of the Holy Spirit.  
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CONFESSION OF SINS 

 
[M]: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to 

 God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
 forgiveness.  

 
[C]: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

 disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 
 and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now 
 and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 
 Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 
 

 
 
 
[M]: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to 

 be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and 
 by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
 Son () and of the Holy Spirit.  
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 
[M]: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  
 
GLORY BE TO GOD 
Gloria in Excelsis 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
 
[M]: The Lord be with you.  
 
 

 
 
 
[M]: Let us pray.  
 

Almighty God, you have filled us with the new light of the Word who became 
flesh and lived among us. Let the light of our faith shine in all that we do; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 
 
BE SEATED 

 

 

THE WORD 

 
FIRST READING             Genesis 17:1-7 
 
The Lord promised Abram that his descendants would become a great nation whom God Almighty would 
love as his own sons and daughters. 
 

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to him and said, “I am God 
Almighty; walk before me faithfully and be blameless. 2 Then I will make my covenant 
between me and you and will greatly increase your numbers.”  

3 Abram fell facedown, and God said to him, 4 “As for me, this is my covenant with 
you: You will be the father of many nations. 5 No longer will you be called Abram; your 
name will be Abraham, for I have made you a father of many nations. 6 I will make you 
very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will come from you. 7 I will establish my 
covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after 
you for the generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after 
you. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY          Psalm 148 

 

 

 

 

 

Praise the LORD from the heavens,* 

 praise him in the heights above. 

 

Praise him, all his angels,* 

 praise him, all his heavenly hosts. 

 

Praise him, sun and moon,* 

 praise him, all you shining stars. 

 

Refrain 

 

Praise the LORD from the earth,* 

 lightning and hail, stormy winds that do his bidding, 

 

you mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars,* 

 wild animals and all cattle, small creatures and flying birds, 

 

kings of the earth and all rulers on earth,* 

 young men and maidens, old men and children. 

 

Let them praise the name of the LORD,* 

 for his splendor is above the earth and the heavens. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

 and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 
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SECOND READING                     Galatians 4:4-7  
 

Christ has freed us from slavery and made us God's children and heirs. 
 

4 But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under 
the law, 5 to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. 
6 Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who 
calls out, “Abba, Father.” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you 
are his child, God has made you also an heir. 
 

VERSE OF THE DAY 

 

Alleluia. All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. Alleluia.  
(Psalm 98:3b) 

 

 
 
STAND 
 
 

 
 

 

GOSPEL   Luke 1:68-75 
 

At the birth of John the Baptist, his father Zechariah sings a song praising the Lord. God's people, held 
captive by their enemies, would be redeemed and set free. 
 

68 “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel,  
because he has come to his people and redeemed them.  

69 He has raised up a horn of salvation for us  
in the house of his servant David  

70 (as he said through his holy prophets of long ago),  
71 salvation from our enemies  

and from the hand of all who hate us—  
72 to show mercy to our ancestors  

and to remember his holy covenant,  
73 the oath he swore to our father Abraham:  
74 to rescue us from the hand of our enemies,  

and to enable us to serve him without fear  
75 in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 
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APOSTLES CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

 
 
BE SEATED 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  86           The Only Son from Heaven 

 

 

 
 

 
SERMON             Galatians 4:4-5 
 
 

Redeemed and Set Free 
 

        I.  From Slavery to Sin 
        II. To be a Child and Heir 
 

STAND 
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After the sermon, the congregation sings:   
 

 
 

 

OFFERING 
 

During this on-going pandemic we have refrained from passing the offering plate. You may place your 
offering into the plate on the table before or after the service. Online giving is also available on our website, 
www.princeofpeacemartinez.com . 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BE SEATED 

http://www.princeofpeacemartinez.com/
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HYMN 32           When Sinners See Their Lost Condition 

 

STAND 

[M]: Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from 

above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying 

of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your 

name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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[M]: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and () give you peace. 
 

 
 
BE SEATED 
 

HYMN 61         Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
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THE WEEK AHEAD            
FRIDAY   8:00 am Men’s Breakfast Bible Study @Cracker Barrel 

 
SUNDAY 

  8:00 am  Worship with Lord’s Supper 
  9:15 am – 10:15 am  Bible Class & Sunday School  
10:30 am  Worship with Lord’s Supper 

 

CHANCEL FLOWERS   
 

Terry and Ann Wendt provided the chancel flowers today in honor of Terry’s birthday! We 

join them in wishing Terry a happy birthday. We pray that he, along with all of us, will never 

forget that Jesus Christ has made life truly worth living. He gives us reasons each day to 

thank him for his grace and goodness to us! God bless you, Terry!  

 

MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY 
 

Men’s breakfast bible study will still meet on Friday, January 7th, even though Pastor will not yet be 

back from vacation. Hope to see you there!  

 

PASTOR ON VACATION 
 

Pastor will be gone December 28th thru January 7th. If a need arises, please contact one of the 

elders. 

 
THANK YOU 
 

Thank you, members of Prince of Peace, for all of your Christmas gifts! Your 
gifts show your love, which we know is a reflection of God's love to us (1 John 
4:19). It is a powerful and amazing thing to experience first-hand the love of 
God working through his people like this. It is a privilege to serve you as your 
pastor and I feel very blessed to serve among you. God bless all of you in this 

new year as we continue to live in His grace! Pastor Neumann 

 

THANK YOU 
 

Thank you so much for the generous Christmas gifts and thoughtful notes. I 
cannot tell you enough how much I appreciate the congregation’s support and 
prayers for me and the preschool. Special thanks also to all who decorated the 
church and to those who planned, practiced, and participated in the children’s 
program. It was such a joy to hear the children sharing God’s gracious love 
through word and song. We regularly hear the preschool children spontaneously 
sing those songs and know the message continues to be shared with their family 

and friends. God’s blessings to you all in the coming year! -Jeanne 

 
Operating Offerings Attendance            Mortgage Progress 

12/24 – 12/26 $      4,792.00 8:00 am    29 12/24 – 12/26   $    2,372.00                   
Month to Date 

YTD 
$    20,230.00  
$  196,241.00 

      10:30 am 
Total 

   30 
   59 

Month to Date 
YTD 

  $    5,797.00 
  $  43,292.00 

Budget YTD $  211,813.00  
 

12/24/21  
  

66  
Budget YTD   $  34,405.00 

2020 YTD $  210,346.00 12/25/21 19 2020 YTD   $  43,990.00 
 

Weekly needs December Operating Offering         $     4,289.00 

Monthly Mortgage Payment                                               $     2,867.00 
 

All Scripture readings from The New International Version. (2011). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 
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