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WELCOME! 
 

Welcome to Prince of Peace Lutheran Church. We pray that the time spent here in God’s 
house helps you to appreciate how dearly God loves you! He invested the life blood of his 
one and only Son into your salvation and offers the blessings of that sacrifice to us through 
Word and Sacrament! May God bless our worship today! 

 
 

THEME FOR TODAY 
 

“Ministry” simply means “service.” Throughout history, God has called individuals to serve 
God’s people by sharing God’s Word. Many today feel they do not need to be part of a 
church and do not need Christian preaching and teaching. “I can be a believer without any 
of that.” Yet clearly, Jesus himself believes ministry is necessary. That is why he gave some 
to pastors, teachers, missionaries, etc. to share his gospel. We call it “holy ministry” because 
the Holy Spirit does his work through his ministers. As ministers proclaim God’s Word, the 
Spirit unleashes his power. We also call it “holy ministry” because through gospel ministry 
our faith is sustained, which is what makes us holy in God’s eyes. Our worship for the next 
three weeks expands upon this topic of the holy ministry.  
 
Today we are reminded that the holy ministry is not filled with perfect people. The holy 
ministry is filled with sinners whom God has called out of his boundless mercy. Look at 
Moses, who, in a fit of anger he killed a man, then later told the LORD he was not a good 
enough speaker to lead the Israelites, yet God called him to ministry. The Apostle Paul 
persecuted followers of The Way, yet God in his grace called him to minister as missionary 
to the Gentiles. Matthew was a tax collector yet, Jesus called him to be one of the twelve. 
God forgave them all their sins and set them apart (sanctified) for gospel ministry. 
 
 The holy ministry is God’s gift to the Church. But it is also God’s gift to ministers, who 
certainly do not deserve the privilege of being God’s public servants. God calls sinful and 
weak individuals into the ministry, so that as his kingdom advances, we give credit where 
credit is due—to the Holy Spirit. Indeed it is the Holy Spirit, who sanctifies (makes holy) 
that makes the ministry truly a holy ministry.  

about:blank
about:blank
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896 Dear Lord, to Your True Servants Give CW 896 

Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession CW 154 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 

Glory Be to God on High CW 157 
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The Word 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Almighty and merciful God, you sent your Son, Jesus Christ, to seek and to save the lost. 

Graciously open our ears and our hearts to hear his call and follow him by faith that we 

may feast with him forever in his kingdom; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
Be seated 
 

First Reading          Exodus 3:1–15 
 

Moses asked a good question: “Who am I to bring the Israelites out of Egypt.” Answer: the one the LORD himself 
had chosen for that holy ministry. 

 1Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and 

he led the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 
2There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses 

saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 3So Moses thought, “I will go 

over and see this strange sight—why the bush does not burn up.” 

 4When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the 

bush, “Moses! Moses!” 

 And Moses said, “Here I am.” 

 5“Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are 

standing is holy ground.” 6Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of 

Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he 

was afraid to look at God. 

 7The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard 

them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. 
8So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them 

up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—

the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 9And 

now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are 

oppressing them. 10So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the 

Israelites out of Egypt.” 



6 

 

 11But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites 

out of Egypt?” 

 12And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have 

sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this 

mountain.” 

 13Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your 

fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell 

them?” 

 14God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM 

has sent me to you.’ ” 

 15God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers—the 

God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you.’ 

“This is my name forever, 

 the name you shall call me 

 from generation to generation. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

119C Teach Me, O LORD Psalm 119C 

 

 
  

Do good to your / servant 

    according to your / word, LORD. 

Teach me knowledge and good / judgment, 

    for I trust / your commands. 

Before I was afflicted I / went astray, 

    but now I o- / bey your word.   Refrain 
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You are good, and what you / do is good; 

    teach me / your decrees. 

It was good for me to be af- / flicted 

    so that I might learn / your decrees. 

The law from your mouth is more pre- / cious to me 

    than thousands of pieces of sil- / ver and gold. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.   Refrain 

Tune: Thomas Pavlechko 
Setting: Thomas Pavlechko 
Music: © 2004, 2012 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708875 

 

Second Reading 1 Timothy 1:12–17 
 

To demonstrate mercy and patience, God called Paul, the self-identified “worst of sinners,” into the holy ministry. 

 12I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me 

trustworthy, appointing me to his service. 13Even though I was once a blasphemer and a 

persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and 

unbelief. 14The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith 

and love that are in Christ Jesus. 

 15Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the 

world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst. 16But for that very reason I was shown 

mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his immense 

patience as an example for those who would believe in him and receive eternal life. 17Now 

to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and 

ever. Amen. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
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Gospel Acclamation Matthew 9:12,13 

 
  

It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.  

I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners. 

  

Refrain 

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708875 

 

Gospel Matthew 9:9–13 
 

Jews considered tax collectors to be among the worst of sinners. In grace and mercy,  Jesus called one of them to be 
his disciple. 

 9As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax 

collector’s booth. “Follow me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him. 

 10While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and sinners 

came and ate with him and his disciples. 11When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his 

disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 

 12On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 13But 

go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call 

the righteous, but sinners.” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
Be seated 

 

578 Chief of Sinners Though I Be CW 578 

Sermon                               A Ministry of Mercy Matthew 9:9–13 

 

Stand 
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Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

  

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your 

Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy 

Spirit and his working through the means of grace. 

Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 

  

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow 

and love toward all may increase. 

Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 

  

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in 

lives of faith. 

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks 

of life. 
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Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and 

judge our laws. 

Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 

  

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and 

science, the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is 

difficult or dangerous. 

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 

  

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity, [especially . . . here name the 

person and the cause of the petition]. Remember those who suffer persecution for the 

faith. Have mercy on those for whom death draws near. 

Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 

  

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest 

from their labors, [especially . . . here name the person]. Console those who are mourning 

or living with sadness. 

Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 

  

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 

Amen. 

 

Offering 

 

575 By Grace I’m Saved CW 575 

 
Stand 

 

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear 

them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your 

holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

576 Amazing Grace CW 576 
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THE WEEK AHEAD            
WEDNESDAY  NO BIBLE CLASS 

FRIDAY   8:00 am   Men’s Breakfast Bible Study @Cracker Barrel 

SUNDAY   9:15  am   Bible Class 
10:30  am   Worship w/Lord’s Supper 

 
 
 
 

FLOWERS     
 

Dean and Mary Ann Loucks celebrated their 66th wedding 
anniversary on June 8th. They have provided the flowers to decorate 
God’s house to say “thank you” to the Lord for being at their side 
every day of their marriage enabling them to build their marriage 
and their family on Jesus Christ, sustaining their love for each other 
with His undying love for them. May we all learn from their 
example to keep Christ at the center of our lives! Happy 
anniversary to Dean and Mary Ann! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PASTOR AT DISTRICT CONFERENCE 
 

Pastor will be gone this week Monday through Thursday for District Conference. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Operating Offerings           Attendance             Mortgage Progress 

6/4/23 $   4,397.00             6/4/23  $           15.00 

Month to Date 
YTD 

$   4,397.00 
$ 90,977.00 

 
   6/4/23 

  
 62 

Month to Date 
YTD 

 $           15.00 
 $    18,405.00 

Budget YTD $ 86,022.00   Budget YTD  $    15,052.00 

2022 YTD $ 83,745.00            2022 YTD  $    17,569.00 
 

Weekly needs June Operating Offering                    $     3,783.00 
Monthly Mortgage Payment                                                  $     2,867.00 

 


