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WELCOME! 
 

Welcome to Prince of Peace Lutheran Church. We pray that the time spent here in God’s 
house helps you to appreciate how dearly God loves you! May God bless our worship today! 
If you are visiting with us for the first time, please take a moment to fill out one of the 
information cards found in the pews next to the hymnals. We look forward to getting to 
know you better in order to serve you fully with God's word! 
 

THEME FOR TODAY 
 

When it comes to our relationship with God there are only two options: either you have a 
relationship with God or you don’t! More specifically, you either have a genuine faith in 
him through Jesus Christ, the Lord and Savior, or you have gone your own way. There is no 
other way to define a relationship with God, no matter how you might try to spin it. One 
way leads to life, one leads to death. One offers salvation in the form of eternal life, the 
other condemnation. 
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779 I Sing as I Arise Today CW 779 

 

Stand 
 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

Confession CW 154 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 

Glory Be to God on High CW 157 
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The Word 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Almighty God, in your bountiful goodness, keep us safe from every evil of body and soul. 

Make us ready, with cheerful hearts, to do whatever pleases you; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

First Reading Isaiah 5:1–7 
 

Through the prophet Isaiah, God sings of the blessings he gave to his chosen people the Israelites, how they wasted 
them and turned from him, and how he will now allow them to be destroyed. 
 

1I will sing for the one I love 

 a song about his vineyard: 

My loved one had a vineyard 

 on a fertile hillside. 
2He dug it up and cleared it of stones 

 and planted it with the choicest vines. 

He built a watchtower in it 

 and cut out a winepress as well. 

Then he looked for a crop of good grapes, 

 but it yielded only bad fruit. 

3“Now you dwellers in Jerusalem and people of Judah, 

 judge between me and my vineyard. 
4What more could have been done for my vineyard 

 than I have done for it? 

When I looked for good grapes, 

 why did it yield only bad? 
5Now I will tell you 

 what I am going to do to my vineyard: 

I will take away its hedge, 
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 and it will be destroyed; 

I will break down its wall, 

 and it will be trampled. 
6I will make it a wasteland, 

 neither pruned nor cultivated, 

 and briers and thorns will grow there. 

I will command the clouds 

 not to rain on it.” 

7The vineyard of the LORD Almighty 

 is the nation of Israel, 

and the people of Judah 

 are the vines he delighted in. 

And he looked for justice, but saw bloodshed; 

 for righteousness, but heard cries of distress. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

80A Show Your Face Psalm 80A 

 

Second Reading Philippians 3:12–21 
 

Nearing the end of his letter to the Philippians, the Apostle Paul encourages believers to press forward in their lives 
of sanctification. 
 

 12Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press 

on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13Brothers and sisters, I do 

not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is 

behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14I press on toward the goal to win the prize 

for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

 15All of us, then, who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on some 

point you think differently, that too God will make clear to you. 16Only let us live up to 

what we have already attained. 

 17Join together in following my example, brothers and sisters, and just as you have us as 

a model, keep your eyes on those who live as we do. 18For, as I have often told you before 

and now tell you again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19Their 

destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their 

mind is set on earthly things. 20But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a 

Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21who, by the power that enables him to bring 

everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his 

glorious body. 
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The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation Ephesians 2:10 

 
  

For we are God’s handiwork,  

created in Christ Jesus to do good works.   

  

Refrain 

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708875 

 

Gospel Matthew 21:33–43 
 

Alluding to the imagery of Isaiah 5, Jesus tells a parable that illustrates how the leaders of Israel abused the blessings 
of God, ultimately leading to a rejection of God himself. 
 

 33“Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He put a 

wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard 

to some farmers and moved to another place. 34When the harvest time approached, he 

sent his servants to the tenants to collect his fruit. 

 35“The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a third. 
36Then he sent other servants to them, more than the first time, and the tenants treated 

them the same way. 37Last of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They will respect my son,’ he 

said. 

 38“But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir. Come, 

let’s kill him and take his inheritance.’ 39So they took him and threw him out of the 

vineyard and killed him. 

 40“Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 

 41“He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, “and he will rent the 

vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at harvest time.” 

 42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: 

“ ‘The stone the builders rejected 

  has become the cornerstone; 

the Lord has done this, 

  and it is marvelous in our eyes’? 
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 43“Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given 

to a people who will produce its fruit. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

862 Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word CW 862 

 

Sermon                           Press On Toward the Goal Philippians 3:12–21 

 
Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Be seated 
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Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

  

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your 

Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy 

Spirit and his working through the means of grace. 

Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 

  

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow 

and love toward all may increase. 

Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 

  

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in 

lives of faith. 

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks 

of life. 

  

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and 

judge our laws. 

Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 

  

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and 

science, the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is 

difficult or dangerous. 

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 

  

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity, [especially . . . here name the 

person and the cause of the petition]. Remember those who suffer persecution for the 

faith. Have mercy on those for whom death draws near. 

Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 

  

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest 

from their labors, [especially . . . here name the person]. Console those who are mourning 

or living with sadness. 

Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 

  

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 

Amen. 
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Offering 

 

687 If Then You Have Been Raised with Christ CW 687 

 

Stand 

 

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear 

them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your 

holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 
Be Seated 
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932 Sent Forth by God’s Blessing CW 932 
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THE WEEK AHEAD            
WEDNESDAY   10:15  am   Bible Class 

   5:00 pm   Catechism 
  6:00  pm   Bible Class 

SUNDAY    9:15  am   Bible Class & Sunday School 
 10:30  am   Worship w/Lord’s Supper 

 
 
THANK YOU! 
 

Thank you to all who helped spruce up our property inside and out on our work day last 
Saturday!  In addition to spreading mulch in the preschool playground and fixing the stairs 
on the gym, trimming and edging ouside, general cleaning of the inside was completed. 
 
 

LWMS Circuit 
 

The fall LWMS Circuit rally is November 4th, 2023 at Sola Fide Lutheran Church, 
Lawrenceville, GA. There is more information on the Women's Ministry bulletin board. If 
you are interested in going, please talk to Barbara Smith. 
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CHANCEL FLOWERS   
Happy 43rd wedding anniversary to Bryan and Sandy Nimmons! In 
celebration of the grace of God and the blessings He has showered 
on them all these years, they have provided the flowers to adorn 
the chancel area today. May their example of love and devotion 
inspire all husbands and wives to see why God would call marriage 
a “holy estate.” It is in marriage that God furnishes a unique 
opportunity for man and woman to build a home with Christ as the 
foundation. May God lead Bryan and Sandy to marvel at God’s 
blessings to them daily! Happy anniversary! 

 
 
GEORGIA SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
 

If you are a Georgia resident and pay Georgia state income tax, you can 
redirect up to $2,500.00 of the money you pay to the government in the 
form of income tax to Prince of Peace Preschool through this 
program.  Redirecting your tax dollars in this way helps us grow our 
school and financial aid resources.  For more information contact Jeanne 
Thomas or Ann Wendt.  You can also check out the Apogee website at 
www.apogee123.org 
 
 

FALL FESTIVAL 
 

Fall Festival will be held on Sunday, October 29th starting at 11:30 am 
following the Service. There is a sign-up sheet for bringing sides, drinks, 
and desserts on the bulletin board across from Pastor's office. We will 
also be having trunk-or-treat in connection with the Fall Festival. 

 
 
 

Operating Offerings           Attendance             Mortgage Progress 

10/1/23 $     3,158.00            10/1/23  $           30.00 

Month to Date 
 

YTD 

$      3,158.00 
 

$ 147,350.00 

 
        10/1/23 

  
78 

Month to Date 
 

YTD 

 $           30.00 
 

 $     32,610.00 

Budget YTD $  151,247.00   Budget YTD  $    26,377.00 

2022 YTD $ 137,689.00               2022 YTD  $    34,074.00 
 

Weekly needs October Operating Offering                $     3,922.00 
Monthly Mortgage Payment                                               $     2,867.00 
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