
Prince of Peace  
Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

 

 
 

Focused on Wealth’s Real Value 
 

8th Sunday after Pentecost  July 31, 2022  



2 

 

“Learning and sharing the gospel of Christ the Prince of Peace.” 
Prince of Peace                princeofpeacemartinez.com 
Evangelical Lutheran Church          facebook.com/princeofpeacemartinez 
3703 River Watch Pkwy        instagram.com/princeofpeace_martinez 
Martinez, GA 30907 
 

Pastor Jonathan Neumann                Preschool Director: Jeanne Thomas 
706-860-1600 (Church Office)                    706-860-1655 (Preschool) 
719-367-1636 (Cell)            princeofpeacepreschoolga@gmail.com  
pastorjonathanneumann@gmail.com  

 
 

 

 

WELCOME! 
 

Welcome to Prince of Peace Lutheran Church. We pray that the time spent here in God’s 
house helps you to appreciate how dearly God loves you! He invested the life blood of his 
one and only Son into your salvation and offers the blessings of that sacrifice to us through 
Word and Sacrament! May God bless our worship today! 

 
 
 

THEME FOR TODAY 
 

Jesus wants focused followers. However, one of the things that can most easily get in the 
way of our focus is our earthly possessions. It is no surprise, therefore, that Jesus’ words 
so frequently focus his followers on wealth. Jesus’ followers don’t reject earthly wealth or 
despise it. They can be grateful for every good gift that comes from the hand of God. 
However, Jesus’ followers value earthly wealth correctly. They understand what earthly 
wealth can and cannot do. They don’t give earthly wealth a role in their lives it will never 
be able to fill. This week we focus on the fact that the identity and security earthly wealth 
can never provide is found fully and freely in Christ. 
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753 My Worth Is Not in What I Own CW 753  

 

Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession CW 154 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 

Glory Be to God CW 157 
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The Word 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

O Lord, grant us wisdom to recognize the treasures you have stored up for us in heaven 

that we may never despair but always rejoice and be thankful for the riches of your grace; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
Be seated 

 

First Reading Ecclesiastes 1:1-2,12–14; 2:18-26 

King Solomon, possibly the wealthiest man who ever lived, learned by experience the limited value of earthly 
possessions. 

 1The words of the Teacher, son of David, king in Jerusalem: 

2“Meaningless! Meaningless!” 

 says the Teacher. 

“Utterly meaningless! 

 Everything is meaningless.” 

 12I, the Teacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13I applied my mind to study and to 

explore by wisdom all that is done under the heavens. What a heavy burden God has laid 

on mankind! 14I have seen all the things that are done under the sun; all of them are 

meaningless, a chasing after the wind. 

 18I hated all the things I had toiled for under the sun, because I must leave them to the 

one who comes after me. 19And who knows whether that person will be wise or foolish? 

Yet they will have control over all the fruit of my toil into which I have poured my effort 

and skill under the sun. This too is meaningless. 20So my heart began to despair over all 

my toilsome labor under the sun. 21For a person may labor with wisdom, knowledge and 

skill, and then they must leave all they own to another who has not toiled for it. This too 

is meaningless and a great misfortune. 22What do people get for all the toil and anxious 
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striving with which they labor under the sun? 23All their days their work is grief and pain; 

even at night their minds do not rest. This too is meaningless. 

 24A person can do nothing better than to eat and drink and find satisfaction in their 

own toil. This too, I see, is from the hand of God, 25for without him, who can eat or find 

enjoyment? 26To the person who pleases him, God gives wisdom, knowledge and 

happiness, but to the sinner he gives the task of gathering and storing up wealth to hand 

it over to the one who pleases God. This too is meaningless, a chasing after the wind. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

90A Fill Us with Your Love, O Lord Psalm 90A 

 

Second Reading Colossians 3:1–11 

If life does not consist in the abundance of one’s possessions, then of what does life consist? Paul tells us—the fact 
that in baptism we died and were raised with Christ. 

 1Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where 

Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things above, not on earthly 

things. 3For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ, who 

is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 

 5Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, 

impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6Because of these, the wrath of 

God is coming. 7You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. 8But now you 

must also rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy 

language from your lips. 9Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self 

with its practices 10and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in 

the image of its Creator. 11Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, 

barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 
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Gospel Acclamation Matthew 6:20,21 

 
  

Store up for yourselves treasures in heaven,  

for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

  

Refrain 

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708875 

 

Gospel Luke 12:13–21 

Greed’s folly is felt in life and will be exposed in death. Through a parable, Jesus gives us a strong warning against 
greed. 

 13Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance 

with me.” 

 14Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?” 15Then he 

said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does not consist 

in an abundance of possessions.” 

 16And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant 

harvest. 17He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’ 

 18“Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, 

and there I will store my surplus grain. 19And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of grain 

laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.” ’ 

 20“But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. 

Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’ 

 21“This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich 

toward God.” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
Be seated 
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820 O God, Our Help in Ages Past CW 820 

 

Sermon Luke 12:13–21 

Watch out for all kinds of greed 
I. It is a natural trap 

II. It turns us away from God 
 

Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

Prayer of the Church 

Offering 

807 All Depends on Our Possessing CW 807 

 



9 

 

Stand 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. 

Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be 

strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

405 On My Heart Imprint Your Image CW 405 
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THE WEEK AHEAD            

MONDAY      6:30  pm  Preschool Orientation 

WEDNESDAY     10:15  am   Bible Class 

    6:00  pm   Bible Class 

THURSDAY     First Day of School 

FRIDAY     8:00  am Men’s Breakfast Bible Study @Cracker Barrel 

SUNDAY     8:00  am   Worship w/Communion 
     9:15  am   Bible Class 
   10:30  am   Worship w/Communion 

 

 
 
CHANCEL FLOWERS     
 

Joe and Chris Henry purchased the chancel flowers today in honor of the 
birthday of Kersey Jones. Kersey is the brother of Justine Brown and 
Bryce Jones. Kersey lives in Arizona. But he is never far from the hearts 
of his family! We join his family to wish him a happy birthday especially 
because we know that in Christ we have a life that is not measured in 
years – but a life that is measured in blessings received from the hands 
of our gracious Savior who has won for us everlasting life! Happy 
birthday, Kersey! 

 

 
 
 
 

START OF PRESCHOOL 
 

The beginning of the school year is approaching! School starts August 4th. 
Please keep the preschool in your prayers as we begin another year! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Operating Offerings Attendance            Mortgage Progress 

7/24/22 $      1,587.00   8:00 am     21 7/24/22   $         332.00 
Month to Date 

YTD 
$    12,009.50 
$  105,684.00 

     10:30 am 
Total 

    41   
    62 

Month to Date 
YTD 

  $     8,200.37 
  $   26,703.00 

Budget YTD $   114,819.00 
31 % of total membership 

 
Budget YTD   $   19,496.00 

2021 YTD $    110,251.00     2021 YTD   $    25,913.00 
 

Weekly needs July Operating Offering             $     3,896.00 
Monthly Mortgage Payment                                                     $     2,867.00 
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